
 

 

1st April 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Spring 2 End-of-term Letter 

 

I am not sure I can remember a term go quite so quickly or provide quite so many challenges before! 

Before I go any further, I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support and patience as we have 

had to make last-minute requests of you.  

 

BET inspection 

We had an inspection by members of the BET board and other headteachers, which I am delighted to 

say went extremely positively. One of the strengths of the school was how active children were in 

their own education, whether it was talking about the curriculum, demonstrating their involvement 

in extra-curricular activities (I hope you all saw the clips of the ‘green’ racing car, built by our students, 

being road tested!), or generally being friendly and helpful. I am very proud indeed of them all. I will 

be reporting to Governors and then making the report available on the website. 

 

PE changing 

During the inspection, I was questioned by the CEO on why so many of our children were in PE kit still, 

despite the zones and bubbles phase of Covid being over. I was gently ‘reminded’ to come back into 

line with other schools on this score. After the holidays, therefore, students will need to come into 

school every day in full school uniform. There is a letter from Mrs Syme attached to this which explains 

in more details. 

 

We will be having further reviews after the holidays, looking at our SEND provision and auditing our 

safeguarding systems.  

 

Change of Management Information System (SIMS to Arbor) 

I texted you a recently to let you know that our management of information system was changing to 

a different provider over the Easter holidays. The existing service is being closed at 3.30 pm today and 

the new one starting in time for our return on Tuesday, 19th April at 8.40 am. This means that group 

communications can not be made, so if we need to inform you of anything that affects the whole 

school, we will use the website. Phones and individual emails all still work. I hope this does not cause 

any inconvenience.  

 



 

 

One side effect is that we have not been able to upload our student progress reports (Y7-10) to the 

Parent Portal. Instead these will be posted to you early next week. 

 

Staffing and timetabling 

We have said goodbye to three members of staff today: Chris Huckle, who teaches science, Lauren 

Hall (Maths), and Blas De la Hoz (Languages). We are very grateful to them for the commitment they 

have shown to the school during their time with us and wish them all the best for the future. 

 

We were very pleased to welcome Craig Crossley to the Science, Maths and Computing departments 

at the beginning of the half term.  

 

There have been inevitable changes to timetabling with these staffing movements. We are still 

operating a 2-week timetable – now known as Week A and Week B by the new system! We will be in 

Week B when we start again after the holidays. Timetables should be available to view now on Satchel 

One (Show my Homework) providing the SIMS/Arbor switch does not cause any glitches. We will test 

this later and update you on the website if necessary. Whatever the case, students should arrive at 

school on Tuesday, 19th April in full school uniform at 8.40 am and go to tutor time. There will be 

notices posted for those students whose tutors have now left. 

 

Uniform 

I am pleased to see how well students are wearing their uniforms after a brief drop in standards. You 

all know the required items – and the way in which they should be worn), so could I ask you to check 

that the following are not brought into school: 

 

Hoodies – at any time 

Trainers – must be changed into at the beginning of PE lessons 

False eyelashes/nails – students will be isolated until they are able to remove them  

Any jewellery other than a simple stud earring (maximum of one per ear). Students who wear items 

for religious reasons must clear this first with me 

 

If students arrive to school with missing or incorrect uniform, they will be sent home to change. 

 

Finally on uniform, all students may wear tailored mid-thigh length black shorts if they wish to.  

 

Toilets 

You will know that our new building has 5 toilet blocks, which are accessible by non-binary, female 

and male students. It is with mixed feelings that I have decided to return to a more traditional layout. 



 

 

When we return, there will be three blocks for girls and two for boys. Students who identify as non-

binary may use the accessible single toilet facilities at multiple positions around the school. We are 

also putting doors into the blocks so that we can monitor their condition more easily. 

 

Vaping 

I am sorry to have to report that the huge increase in vaping and related products available in all shops 

had made its way into school. I need to remind you that it is illegal for children under 18 to be sold 

any such products and that vaping pens and products are absolutely forbidden in school. We will be 

carrying out searches whenever we suspect that a student may have vaping or tobacco related 

products. In addition to automatic suspension from school, we will either pass items to the police or 

dispose of them. Our policies will be updated to reflect this. 

 

667 Bus fare increase 

A reminder that the flat rate for children will rise from £1.20 to £1.40 after Easter. 

 

A final couple of thank yous – for your willing and extremely useful participation in surveys, and for 

your overwhelming support following the extremely unpleasant incident outside school on 29th 

March. I am pleased to report that all has been quiet again since then. 

 

With luck, we will have a much higher staff attendance rate again next term, although government 

guidelines are still recommending a 5-day absence if staff test positive for Covid. We will return to the 

full school day and look forward to a sunny, happy and extremely productive summer term! 

 

Have a wonderful two weeks, whatever your plans. Safeguarding advice for children and families is, 

as ever, at the forefront of our minds, so do not forget the wealth of information available on the 

website. 

 

With very best wishes 

 
Mary Gould 

Headteacher 


