
 

 

 

5th November 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Autumn 2 

 

I very much hope you are all well and that you and your children have enjoyed the last fortnight. I am looking 

forward to the second half of the term, beginning this Monday, 8th November at the usual time of 8.40 am. It 

is going to feel very much shorter, at 5½ weeks, with the last day of term on Wednesday 15th December.  

 

1. The first thing to say is that it is very clear that Covid has not gone away. As the cold season approaches, 

it is vital that we maintain high standards of hygiene at all times, and keep an eye out for Covid 

symptoms. Thank you so much to parents who have insisted on the regular LFD testing twice a week. 

Could I ask that everybody ensures that their child is tested on Sunday? 

 

Having said that, a reminder that current guidance is that we should only self-isolate if we have 

symptoms or receive a positive LFD test. Either way, we must arrange for a PCR test as quickly as 

possible.  

 

2. The next thing is that students will be receiving a new timetable on Monday. This has been done for 

two reasons: 

 

 Many students have been finding the double lessons too long. These still exist, but there are far 

fewer of them 

 We have been joined by two new members of staff. For a number of reasons we have not always 

been at full staff capacity, so we are delighted to be joined by Miriam Lanigan and Ronan Carroll. 

I know students will make them feel welcome. 

 

Students can see their timetable now by logging on to SHMW (Satchel One). Any blanks on the 

timetable are when students in years 9, 10 & 11 have core PE. I know that change can unsettle many 

students. The decision to wait until the end of the holiday to inform you about the changes were partly 

to ensure the staffing was in place, partly to give the team the opportunity to rewrite the timetable, 

but partly to give students the chance to switch off from school after a long and tiring half term.  There 

will be extra tutor time during P1 on Monday for them to receive their timetables and talk through any 

concerns with form tutors or heads of year. 

 

3. On other matters: 

 

 If you gave your consent for your child to receive a Covid vaccination, these will take place on 

Tuesday, 9th November in the School Hall. 



 

 

 

 We will be holding a two-minute silence on Thursday, 11th November to mark Remembrance Day. 

 

 Year 7 students will be taking CAT4 assessments next week - a series of 3 short online tasks which 

assess students’ cognitive abilities and provide predictive data which enables the school to set 

challenging but realistic targets in lieu of the KS2 tests students missed in Year 6. Students will be 

given full instructions, they do not need to prepare, and there is no pass or fail. The results are 

purely for school use. 

 

 All changes to the school uniform have been made and are now in stock at School Uniform Direct. 

This involves the new blue tie, grey jumper (optional) and a new skirt (same lengths, but different 

shape and logo).  

 

 A reminder that students must not use their mobile phones if they are attending Teen Gym. This 

is an arrangement made through school, and the gate-to-gate rule applies. If students persist in 

using them, their phones will be confiscated and they will not be allowed to attend the gym. 

 

 All parents and students are aware that smoking is strictly forbidden on the school site, and we 

are very proud of our non-smoking environment. This extends without question to vaping and 

vaping equipment. I will not hesitate to authorise my staff to carry out legal searches if I deem it 

necessary to protect the health and safety of my students. 

 

 Finally, a reminder about road and personal safety now it is darker again, particularly on the way 

home from school. Please do talk to your child about how to keep safe when walking, cycling or 

taking public transport. We will do the same at this end. 

 

I very much look forward to seeing your child again on Monday! Have an enjoyable weekend. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

Mary Gould 

Headteacher 


