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The Matthew Arnold School 
Part of the Bourne Education Trust 

Monday, 22nd June 
 
Dear Year 11 
 
The word ‘crisis’ comes from a Greek word meaning ‘decision’ which was used to describe a turning point 
when suffering from a disease.  This could indicate either that the symptoms of the disease were going to 
improve or that they would get worse.  We have adopted this word into modern English and seem to have 
forgotten that ‘crisis’ can mean that the turning point can go either way, with it often having negative 
connotations.  It seems that we are now starting to move away from the anxieties associated with lockdown, 
away from the crisis of days gone by and moving towards a time where things may get back to some 
normality.  As the freedoms we have enjoyed gradually begin to return, it is important to remember those 
who have been particularly affected and provide them with care and assistance where required.  Please 
remember this when you are out and about in the sunshine this week and remember that things have not 
been completely relaxed just yet.   
 
This week will be our final tutor catch-up session for the year group.  We have enjoyed your company on 
these occasions and it has been a privilege to interact with so many of you in a positive way.  I know that 
there are many of you who have been affected by the recent troubles and I want to remind you that we are 
here for you should you need us.  Should you wish to speak to any of us or feel you need more guidance, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of the team.  We will be happy to help!   
 
The next date for your diaries is 20th August 2020 – GCSE results day!  Hopefully social distancing rules will 
have been relaxed by then and you will be able to collect your GCSE results from school.  This is always a 
fantastic occasion and will give everyone the opportunity to speak to their teachers and fellow students 
again.  Miss Brauten-Smith is busy organising things in the background to try and make sure you have a 
positive experience.  Moe details will be sent to you closer to the time. 
 
So that’s it for this week.  I hope that you are all managing to stay safe and keep healthy and I look forward 
to seeing you all again soon. 
 
Warmest regards 
 
Nick Elliott | Assistant Headteacher 
The Matthew Arnold School  
Kingston Road, Staines, Middlesex, TW18 1PF 
01784 457275  
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