
29th June 2020 

 

Hello everyone! 

  

I hope that the last week has found you well and that you have managed to find productive ways to 

occupy your time.  With government announcements that schools and colleges will be reopening for 

all in September, I am sure you are all looking forward to getting back to education full time.  With 

that in mind, I would like to personally thank the EPQ group who have provided me with so much food 

for thought over the past few weeks.  The insights into their topics have been a joy to read and I have 

found myself enlightened on a range issues, from the morality of dog training to the possibilities of 

immortality through cryonics!  

  

This week I have been asked to deliver assemblies with the theme of ‘reflection’.  I thought you might 

wish to read my own reflections on the lockdown period.  It is fair to say lockdown has had an effect 

on all of us.  From our relationships to the way we work, the way we shop and even the way you all 

have been educated, that pesky COVID-19 pathogen has had an influence on everything.  But far too 

often we think of this is a negative way.  Just a quick flick around the internet gives us the opportunity 

to find stories of positivity during these times. From the 101-year-old who raised £12,000 by zip-lining 

800m.  Or Patrick Hutchinson, who saved a racist protester (someone who was potentially his enemy) 

when he saw he was in danger.  

  

All these stories have provided us with inspiration to do something or be someone different and it has 

made me think about my own influence on the universe. During lockdown I have done many things to 

keep myself occupied.  One of which being reading.  “A Brief History of Time” by the late, great, 

Stephen Hawking, explains the vast size of the universe and how we are really quite an insignificant 

part of it.  In fact, in comparison, we are smaller than a grain of sand in the Sahara Desert! Thinking 

about how small a part we play in the immense scale of time and space of the universe can be a little 

overwhelming but it was actually my son who helped me put things into perspective.  

  

When I explained to him that changing the universe was pretty difficult due to the enormousness of 

its immeasurable size, he looked at me in confusion. “What happens if you are in a desert?” he 

said.  “And you come across one grain of sand,” he continued, “And you move that grain of sand?” He 

asked. “Then you will have moved that grain of sand,” I replied. “And in doing so you will have changed 

the desert” I went on, “Which will have changed the earth.  Which will have changed the universe!” 

  

And so, just as the tiny COVID-19 pathogen has influenced all of our lives, we have had the power to 

choose whether its influence is either positive or negative.  In the same way, we are able to influence 

those around us and in turn, the universe – one grain of sand at a time! 

  

Until next week, stay safe, everyone! 

 

Nick Elliott 

Assistant Headteacher 

 


