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Sociology A Level: 
Man makes their own history, but they do not make it as they please. - Karl Marx 

 

Sociology is the study of the development, structure and functioning of society. It takes 

everything we know to be true and flips it on its head! 

 
Here is a short guide as to how to get ahead for the A Level course: 

 
Suggested Reading List 
 

Text book 1: 

 

AQA A Level Sociology Book One. Napier Press. Webb, Westergaard, Trobe & Townend  

 

General reading: 

 

Folk Devils and Moral Panics (Routledge Classics), Cohen 

States of Denial: Knowing about Atrocities and Suffering, Cohen 

Living Dolls: The Return of Sexism, Walter  

 

Reading List Tasks: 
 

For each of the texts you read, summarise the key points in one of the following ways: 

 

 Write a review of the book, outlining which were the most useful sections and whether you 

enjoyed the book/ why/ why not. 

 List any key terms from the text in a vocabulary list, researching their meanings (if not clear 

from the text) and recording these. 

 Create a picture mind-map of the key ideas. Use doodles and images to illustrate these. For 

a guide to mind-mapping, see this short video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLWV0XN7K1g  

 

Video Resources/ Films and Tasks: 

 
Watch the videos below, choosing one to focus on for your task. Write a list of discussion points/ 

questions it raises. Choose (at least) one of your questions and draft at least three possible answers 

that might be given.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLWV0XN7K1g
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Films/ TV: 

 

Netflix documentary: Love is Blind. Consider: Are we socialised to only be attracted to people of the 

same sex? How much to do looks really matter?  

 

The Wife (film, 2017): Links: this is a really interesting look at the power imbalance between a 

husband and wife and how there is an expectancy for the husband’s role and status to take 

precedence over the wife whilst she adopts the emotional, expressive support role.  

 

Film: This is England:  

Where can I watch it: Amazon Prime and YouTube Movies. Useful for: Ethnicity, Social class, identity, 

subcultures, crime 

 

Audio Resources: 

 

https://player.fm/featured/sociology 

 

https://soccrim.clas.ufl.edu/resources/web-resources/sociology-and-criminology-

podcasts/ 

 

Application: 

In sociology, you are assessed through examinations. Note that there are no coursework 

elements to the course. We would like to you to have a go at responding to these two 

questions through your own knowledge and research. We aren’t expecting perfect 

answers but we want to see you applying knowledge to the questions. After Easter we 

will show you how to apply more knowledge in order to be an effective sociologist!  

Questions 

Question 1: 

Note, this is from the beliefs module of sociology: 

https://player.fm/featured/sociology
https://soccrim.clas.ufl.edu/resources/web-resources/sociology-and-criminology-podcasts/
https://soccrim.clas.ufl.edu/resources/web-resources/sociology-and-criminology-podcasts/
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In your answer you should: 

 Include a range of different opinions 

 Refer to the item  

 Conduct your own research to find possible answers from different fields of thinking 

(philosophy, psychology, sociology, religion, etc) 

 Justify your answer with a range of reasons 

 Include examples to illustrate your point 

 Reach a justified conclusion 

 Include a bibliography to demonstrate your own research 

 

 

Question 2: 

 

Note, this is from the families and households’ module in sociology: 

 

 

In your answer you should: 

• Refer to two different ways   

• Conduct your own research to find possible answers from different fields of thinking 

(philosophy, psychology, sociology, religion, etc) 

• Justify your answer with reasons 

• Include examples to illustrate your point 
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