
Leaving primary to go to secondary school can be quite a scary thought but going to Matthew Arnold 

really wasn’t bad! 

My biggest concern was understanding the timetable and getting to my lessons on time. However, my 

mind was put at rest during the orientation day when I found that they are really easy to understand 

and after only a few weeks I was able to memorise my lessons. As for getting to the correct classes on 

time, I’ve found that really easy too. I made new friends quite quickly and we found that we had the 

same classes so we go to lessons together. 

During breaktime you are able to go on the field with your friends or go to the canteen for a snack. I 

have also enjoyed playing table tennis with my friends using the school equipment. At lunchtime I go 

to the canteen to eat my packed lunch or buy some canteen food. The canteen food is really good. My 

favourite is the sausage rolls. 

Soon after starting at Matthew Arnold, I joined the girls’ football team. We train after school and have 

played lots of matches and tournaments. There are absolutely loads of after school clubs, so lots of 

you to choose from. For example, hand ball, badminton, science club or creative writing. 

If I need support my tutor is always available to speak to. They can help you with anything you need. 

If there is something I don’t understand I talk to my friends too and we try to figure it out together. 

We have our email address at Matthew Arnold so we are able to contact our teachers if we don’t 

understand any homework or have any concerns after a lesson. They are really quick at replying too. 

I was a little worried that some the lessons would be really difficult but the teachers are really nice 

and know what levels you are working at. I needed a little extra help with reading so I go to paired 

reading once a week during tutor to help me. I really enjoy it as I get to read with a year 10 pupil. 

At secondary school we have tutor time every day, which is fun. We cover different things like reading, 

maths and debating. We also have an assembly once a week during this time. 

Going to secondary school is very different from primary school, but different in a good way. You make 

loads of new friends and after school clubs are great. 

I hope this puts your mind at rest and look forward to seeing you at Matthew Arnold soon! 

Aimee Barber 

Year 7 student 

 


