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‘’Creativity takes courage’’ - Henry Matisse 
 

We believe that creativity has the power to change history, culture and society.  Our curriculum is 

designed to be inclusive and develop cultural capital so that students look forward to and enjoy their 

learning. Ultimately they will leave knowing that they have the creative skills to access, make sense of 

and interpret the world around them. 

 

▪ The curriculum is designed to give students an engaging, exciting, thought-provoking 

experience of art, craft and design. 

▪ Our curriculum is inclusive so that every child of any ability should have the opportunity to 

discover their own creativity through the support and scaffolding techniques we incorporate.  

▪ Visual literacy underpins the core values we aim to equip students with preparing them not 

only for success at GCSE but also beyond at higher education level and for the visual world 

around them. 

▪ We are very much career and community driven and aim to provide inclusive real-life 

experiences of the creative world through an enriched curriculum in and out of the classroom 

to inspire a passion and motivation for creativity in their lives.  

 

By the time students experience art, craft or design at Key Stage 2, particularly in our feeder schools, 

it is usually the case that their experience has included crafting using various techniques and materials 

and the study of some well-known artists and art movements. Examples of this include Van Gogh, 

Banksy, Street Art and South American art. 

 

At Key Stage 3, our curriculum delivers a sequence of lessons which combines the key concepts of art 

and design: creativity, proficiency, cultural understanding and critical understanding.  We place a 

heavy focus on drawing skills because we believe this is fundamental to students developing 

observational understanding and visual communication as well as diminishing the common 

misconception that ‘I can’t draw’. Positive attitudes and early independence are characteristics of our 

growth mind-set culture in the department.  Implementing methods used by arts and crafts people 

are key to this, including drawing using the gridding method and using a range of drawing mediums. 

All year groups are also provided with 3D opportunities to creatively explore and experiment with 

ideas and skills in a new context.  



 

 

 

 

At Key Stage 4, schemes of work are carefully planned to enable students to build upon proficiency of 

technical and creative skills at a more independent level. Again, drawing underpins our GCSE 

foundation with students demonstrating drawing for different purposes: observation, composition, 

experimentation and narrative. Students are encouraged to make their own informed choices 

regarding artist influences, choice of media and development of ideas.  

 


