
 

 

Statement of Curriculum Intent 
Art & Textiles Department 

 
 

‘’Creativity takes courage’’ - Henry Matisse 
 
We believe that creativity has the power to change history, culture and society.  Our curriculum is 
designed to be inclusive and develop cultural capital so that students look forward to and enjoy their 
learning. Ultimately they will leave knowing that they have the creative skills to access, make sense of 
and interpret the world around them. 
 

 The curriculum is designed to give students an engaging, exciting, thought-provoking 
experience of art, craft and design. 

 Our curriculum is inclusive so that every child of any ability should have the opportunity to 
discover their own creativity through the support and scaffolding techniques we incorporate.  

 Visual literacy underpins the core values we aim to equip students with preparing them not 
only for success at GCSE but also beyond at higher education level and for the visual world 
around them. 

 We are very much career and community driven and aim to provide inclusive real-life 
experiences of the creative world through an enriched curriculum in and out of the classroom 
to inspire a passion and motivation for creativity in their lives.  

 
By the time students experience art, craft or design at Key Stage 2, particularly in our feeder schools, 
it is usually the case that their experience has included crafting using various techniques and materials 
and the study of some well-known artists and art movements. Examples of this include Van Gogh, 
Banksy, Street Art and South American art. 
 
At Key Stage 3, our curriculum delivers a sequence of lessons which combines the key concepts of art 
and design: creativity, proficiency, cultural understanding and critical understanding.  Themes are 
chosen to allow students to enjoy and experiment with a range of media so that they will be able to 
revisit and refine skills; as well as to give students a breadth of artists and art movements to expand 
their knowledge and cultural capital. We do place a heavy focus on drawing skills because we believe 
this is fundamental to students developing observational understanding and visual communication as 
well as diminishing the common misconception that ‘I can’t draw’. Positive attitudes and early 
independence are characteristics of our growth mind-set culture in the department.  Implementing 
methods used by arts and crafts people are key to this, including drawing using the gridding method 



 

 

and using a range of drawing mediums and tools. All year groups are also provided with 3D 
opportunities to creatively explore and experiment with ideas and skills in a new context.  
 
 
At Key Stage 4, schemes of work are carefully planned to enable students to build upon proficiency of 
technical and creative skills at a more independent level as well as develop authenticity and self 
expression. Again, drawing underpins our GCSE foundation with students demonstrating drawing for 
different purposes: observation, composition, experimentation and narrative. Students are 
encouraged to make their own informed choices regarding artist and art movement influences, choice 
of media and development of ideas.  
 
Links to Intent 
 
Implementation; content and approach 
 
Year 7 begin with a foundation course studying the Elements of Art: line, shape, tone, texture, form 
and space and colour from multiple contexts including the nature and sweet treats: Skills and 
techniques include pencil drawing, colour pencil, monoprint, paper collage, watercolour, 
photography, oil pastel and clay sculpture. Contextual studies include studying the colours and shapes 
of Henri Matisse, hyperreal paintings of Sarah Graham, the textural impasto work of Wayne Thiebaud 
and the sculptural work of Claesz Oldenburg.  Year 8 continue to develop their drawing skills and 
sharpen their media skills within the theme of Portraiture refining their pencil drawing skills, colour 
pencil, charcoal and chalk, photography and photo editing, mono printing and cardboard sculpture. 
Students are provided with opportunities to make their own independent, creative choices when 
developing their work with the appropriate level of challenge. Contextual studies include the abstract 
elements of Cubist artists Picasso and Braques, the pattern and identity work of contemporary artist 
Kehinde Wiley and links to poetry and society through the work of street artist Guy Denning. 
 
Workshops are an integral foundation at the start of Year 9 to refine and develop technical skills from 
prior learning. This is done within the theme of Identity with skills and techniques including advanced 
pencil skills, digital editing, acrylic painting, mono-printing and lino-printing, mixed media collage and 
photography. Contextual studies include the work of street artists, photographers, printers and 
painters across art movements and from all backgrounds. 
 
Year 10 work within the theme of Contemporary Still Life refining and mastering their skills from prior 
learning and developing new skills in photography, photo editing, acrylic painting, pastel, print, collage 
mixed media and 3D. They are encouraged to choose their own artists and complete their own 



 

 

contextual studies making links to the early Still Life paintings of the great masters through to modern 
day artists. 
 
As students reach Year 11 we aim for students to take greater ownership of their creative journey in 
order to generate more personal, innovative and meaningful visual responses influenced by the work 
of other artists, crafts people and designers. Students are encouraged to take risks, constantly 
reviewing and refining through curiosity and experimentation of their preferred media and mastering 
their skills in a range of media. 
 
Linking with locals artists and creating community installations and murals have been a highlight on 
our curriculum in recent years and we continue to offer this opportunity to students. Forming links 
with local colleges through off-site workshops helps students to see the wider picture and inform their 
further education decisions. Extra-curricular clubs take place after school and during lunchtimes 
reinforcing our curriculum in an informal setting, including KS3 textiles club, Sculpture Club and Year 
11 intervention. 
 
Textiles 
 
Currently, we offer textiles in the form of a twice weekly lunchtime club at KS3 where students follow 
a booklet course taking them through foundation skills such as the design process, sewing, 
embellishing and product construction. This is always a popular club and is encouraged for students 
wishing to opt at GCSE. 
 
In Year 9, textiles students are introduced to textiles design concepts with a workshop-led Armoury 
project, chosen to ensure that our curriculum is accessible and inclusive to boys as well as girls. Skills 
and techniques include pattern cutting, paper manipulation, embellishment, embroidery, weaving, 
and sewing machine skills before students complete their first costume design based outcome. 
Contextual studies include studying film costume designers, artists from popular films and literature 
with direct links to prop making at the nearby Shepperton Studios, as well as making links to the 
history of armour design. 
 
In Year 10, students build on and refine their construction skills within the context of Enchanted 
Forest- a sculptural based project. Skills and techniques include pattern cutting, fabric dying and 
distortion, wire manipulation, embellishment and embroidery and sewing machine skills,. This 
currently ties in with cross-curricular opportunities such as prop making for the school drama 
production which textiles students created plants and carnivorous plants for Little Shop of Horrors. 
Contextual studies include installation and sculptural artists such as Mr Finch and Louise Bourgeois. 



 

 

 
In Year 11, students revisit costume design not only mastering prior learning skills but equipping 
students with skills deemed favourable on local higher education textiles courses. Skills include wax 
resist, digital image transfer and pattern cutting in an independently driven project. Contextual and 
critical studies include a diverse range of contemporary fashion designers such as Alexander 
McQueen, Iris Van Herpen and Jean Paul Gaultier.  
 
We are developing cross-curricular links with the Technology department to incorporate some of their 
modern technology into our technical skill base in order to develop inclusivity in a subject where girls 
currently thrive and to ensure opportunities for attracting boys are not missed. We recognise the 
opportunity for modern technology use in costume and installation design. 
 
Impact 
Both Art & Textiles are popular GCSE choices, with students striving for and achieving the very highest 
grades. The subject allows students to work independently and in a calm atmosphere which uniquely 
offers time and peace for self-reflection. The qualitative impact on mental health and inclusion is 
evidenced through students surveys and counselling feedback. Both Art & Textiles offer opportunities 
for success for students who struggle in more traditionally academic subjects. 
 
A tangible impact of the influence and impact of the Art & Textiles department can be seen throughout 
the development of the website, dynamic electronic school display, the use of iPads and the school’s  
social media platforms. 


