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10th July 2020 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers 

 

Prime Minister’s Address to School Leavers 

 

The Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, gave a special address to school leavers at 10.00am today thanking them 

for their efforts to help contain the spread of COVID-19 during lockdown.  He recognised the effort made by 

those students who have had to sacrifice their exams and rites of passage, reiterating how teachers and 

educators have helped to build the skills that will allow them to succeed in future.  Mr Johnson went on to 

acknowledge the potential contribution that our young people may now make to British society in the coming 

years, appreciating that this period may have built important skills such as resilience and resourcefulness.   

 

The message was a positive one for our students, and builds on much of what we have already acknowledged 

in previous updates.  Whilst the exam series has not given our students the opportunity to prove their 

abilities, as a school we know that they have all built the skills necessary to succeed and have shown us the 

creativity and determination necessary to do so.  This is testament to the work of parents, teachers and 

students, who have worked together over a long period of time to achieve something extraordinary and we 

would like to join Mr Johnson in thanking everyone who has contributed to doing so. 

 

For those who wish to listen to the address, it can be found here.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Nick Elliott (Assistant Headteacher) and the staff at The Matthew Arnold School 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-WsDuO6Gmw

