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11th September 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

 

End of week one 

 

My reasons for writing are first and foremost to say thank you to you all. What an incredible week it has 

been! I cannot tell you how wonderful it feels to have all the students back after such a long break. The way 

you have all worked to make that happen is the icing on the cake - parents, for your support with all the 

demands we have made on you, and students, for being so incredibly co-operative with some fairly restrictive 

and restricting measures. 

 

What is wonderful to see is students in class and learning again. If you can maintain this, and provided we 

don’t need to go into another lockdown, we will all be able to make up lost ground very quickly indeed. 

 

I know there have been a number of concerns, and I would like to address some of them. I have promised 

my staff, and I promise you now, that we will see a full 2-week cycle to go through and then make necessary 

changes to our current measures. However, I want to keep you up to speed. 

 

 We have had the heating on some days because of the need to keep doors and windows open. 

Clearly, this has to depend on the weather and I can tell you now that it will not be on at all for the 

predicted hot weather 

 Food queues have been long and some orders taken down incorrectly. The caterers have worked 

incredibly hard with my team to get this right and speed things up, but I am sure you sympathise 

with the constraints on them. For this reason, the more students who bring in their own food, the 

easier it will be. On that note, please remember that there is no food at break - bring food to keep 

yourselves going, students! This is particularly important for year 11 students with the new period 6! 

 We do now have water dispensers in all the zones, but they do not all run off the mains. We can only 

refill them as quickly as our suppliers send us new bottles. Please do make sure that students are 

bringing in their own containers and that these are full at the beginning of the day 

 It is vital that everyone brings their own face coverings. These look set to remain with us, so I think 

it is worth making or buying reusable ones. We can of course provide spares if masks are lost or 

forgotten, but if we run out, we will be in serious breach of our risk assessment. More importantly, 

we will not be reducing the possible spread of COVID-19 

 We know that students are feeling hemmed in and bored at lunchtimes. The senior team and I have 

met already to think of possible ways to give students more space and more activities (particularly 

sport-related) without crossing zones more than we can help it. Fundamentally, this comes down to 

access to toilets, food and entry / exit points in the school 

 We have had some (not many, but quite loud!) concerns voiced from local residents and passers-by 

about the size of the groups of students outside school (mostly in the morning). Whilst they don’t 
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understand about the bubbles, they are rightly listening to the new government advice that we cut 

down our social gatherings to no more than six. We will try to find areas for students to be in if they 

do come early, but it will really help us if as many as possible arrive about five minutes before their 

allotted time 

 On that note, another thank you for the way our year 8 and 10 students (and parents) are working 

with us and the residents of Edinburgh Drive to take everyone’s feelings into consideration. They are 

grateful that we are not driving into the dead end, that students are not cutting across grass and 

private property, and that all the students are being friendly and polite. Well, of course you are! 

That is probably as much as anyone can take in on a Friday evening! Homework will start formally next week, 

and timetables published on the website.  

I hope you all have a good weekend, with plenty of rest. Whilst it has been a hugely positive week, it has also 

been an exhausting one! 

With best wishes 

 

Mary Gould 

Headteacher 


