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The study of English is a fundamental aspect of students’ education and as a department we strive to 

offer a balanced and varied curriculum that builds on prior knowledge, fosters high levels of literacy 

and oracy, and develops students’ cultural capital, allowing them to reach their full potential and fully 

understand and interact with the world around them.  

 

We understand our accountability as a department at the heart of the school to ensure that our 

curriculum intent and implementation has a positive impact on students in all their subjects. We work 

collaboratively with other departments in the school and further afield. We regularly review and 

update dynamic schemes of work to make sure they are relevant and engaging, ensuring that students 

are aware of and have the opportunity to discuss current or social issues and their impact on the world 

around them. Across KS3 and KS4 we offer increasing levels of challenge designed to help students 

become critical thinkers, develop their own identity as writers and formulate well-informed opinions 

which they can communicate clearly and confidently. We aim to offer an exciting and relevant 

curriculum that inspires a lifelong love of learning and students who take an active role in their 

community and education. We do this through: 

 

▪ Understanding the individual needs of students and ensuring that all are able to access the 

curriculum no matter their background or educational need 

▪ Promoting reading for enjoyment, building on the good reading habits established in primary 

school 

▪ Making literacy and oracy a fundamental part of the English curriculum throughout all key 

stages 

▪ Ensuring students understand the value of literacy and oracy in educational success and the 

job market 

▪ Introducing and developing key concepts and skills 

▪ Focusing on the importance of language and language choices in all types of communication 

▪ Helping students to understand the value of clarity 

▪ Evaluating the role of the writer in creating meaning 

▪ Offering a diverse range of increasingly challenging texts 

▪ Giving students opportunities to read and write different text types for different audiences 

and purposes 



 

 

▪ Comparing writing styles, language and context across different time periods, genres and 

cultures 

▪ Running extra-curricular writing clubs: MA Times Newspaper and Creative Writing Club 

▪ Running a school Creative Writing competition to encourage writing for enjoyment  

▪ Arranging enrichment opportunities such as trips to Poetry Live! 

▪ Introducing cross-curricular links to Drama, History, Geography, Science, and Religious Studies  

▪ Exploring identity and culture through a range of carefully chosen texts 

▪ Discussing social issues and their relevance to modern society 

▪ Considering how society can influence writing and how writing can influence society 

▪ Encouraging students to take ownership of their learning through group and independent 

work 

▪ Challenging students to justify their opinions and clarify their ideas using subject-specific 

vocabulary 

▪ Developing empathy and understanding through exposure to different belief systems and 

perspectives 

▪ Teaching the importance of evidence and research. 

 


