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3rd April 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers 

GCSE grades 2020 
 
Since the government announced that all exams would be cancelled in summer 2020, we have been awaiting 
their guidance on how student grades were to be allocated.  This has come through today and can be found 
here.  Ofqual (The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulations) have also written to students.  This 
can be found here. 
 
Grades are to be submitted according to teacher assessment and will consider: 
 

 Standards of work completed in class (such as essays or class assessments) 

 Previous formal assessments (such as mock results and the recent spring exam series) 

 Quality of completed coursework 

The grades will also be ranked.  For example, if 10 students achieve a level 5 in a particular subject, teachers 
will be asked to rank the confidence of that grade, with 1 being the most confident and 10 the least. 
The exam boards, in collaboration with Ofqual, will then consider the following when awarding the grades: 
 

 Previous exam attainment from the school 

 Previous attainment data from the cohort at the school (for example KS2 SATs) 

 National trends (the document clearly states that if the submitted grades are too high, they will be 

brought down and if the grades are too low, they will be brought up) 

Our position is a strong one.  We have worked closely with Heads of Department in recent years and exam 
predications have very much reflected our final grades for some time.  In addition to this, with the progress 
of the students steadily improving in recent years, we are confident that the grades awarded to the students 
will be accurate.  However, should they be unhappy, Ofqual have stated that the students will have an 
opportunity to take exams in autumn 2020 or summer 2021. 
 
The guidance clearly states that students should not be asked to submit any further work in order for us to 
make our assessments.  As such, we will be meeting with individual departments to assess the data submitted 
and make sure that each grade for each student can be proven and justified.  We are not allowed to discuss 
these grades with parents or students so would request, once again, that you are patient. 
 
With Year 11 now over, we will no longer be asking students to submit work to their teachers.  However, 
following Easter I will continue with my daily update to students.  This will provide a careers focus but will 
continue to have subject specific activities for students to complete should they wish to.  I will also be 
preparing those students who may be considering university by introducing the Extended Project 
Qualification. 
 
Finally I would like to thank you all for your support.  We have received many messages of encouragement 
from students and parents over the past weeks which have been gratefully received and I dearly hope to see 
you all at the leavers’ assembly, once we have established a suitable date! 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Nick Elliott 
Assistant Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf

