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“Culture is the best which has been thought and said" - Matthew Arnold 

 

“The important thing is to never stop questioning. Curiosity has its own 

reason for existence.” – Albert Einstein 

 

The rationale for the Extended Curriculum came about with the debate over the recommendation for 

a three-year KS3 and was developed during lockdown, initially as the SuperCurriculum, designed to 

inspire, stretch and challenge our most able.  

 

We believe in learning for its own sake - to satisfy and stimulate curiosity and to develop opportunities 

for awe and wonder which are so important to our wellbeing. A broad and balanced curriculum does 

not require a prescribed amount of time studying a prescribed discrete set of subjects; rather, it offers 

students the opportunities to explore their enjoyment for learning, their own strengths and areas for 

development, and a clear grasp of what learning and achievement can offer in the future. The last two 

years have shown as never before the need for flexibility. Most adults regret not continuing with a 

subject, hobby or passion in alter life. This is partly the human condition, but we are now able to show 

students the lifelong opportunities for returning to learning. Extended research shows us how the 

professional life of our current students will differ from our own. Formal education will no longer 

cease for most after college or university, but may continue hand-in-hand with employment. 

 

Thus the Extended Curriculum was born. It aims to instil a sense of wonder and fascination in our 

students about learning, both within the subjects we offer and in disciplines and knowledge beyond 

our formal offering. Students will develop a sense of imagination, creativity and critical thinking about 

the diverse culture of modern Britain, equipping them to engage in their society and in further 

academic study as active and reflective citizens. The Extended Curriculum encourages students to 

appreciate the best of what the subjects in our curriculum have to offer, instilling wonder at the 

contribution of academic disciplines to the world heritage of culture and knowledge and the 

contributions that current developments within these disciplines are making to Britain and the wider 

world.  In short we are exposing all of our students, regardless of background and ability, to what 

Matthew Arnold termed “the best that has been thought and said”, and equipping them with the 



 

 

cultural capital to move through the world as informed and curious young people. In so doing it aims 

to embed a willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and 

cultural opportunities and achievements, both through the school’s curricular and extra-curricular 

opportunities and in the wider world beyond GCSE and formal education. As well as encouraging this 

active and fascinated approach to learning, Extended Curriculum also aims to shed light upon and 

encourage discussion around cultural, social and political debates in modern Britain and therefore 

create students who are engaged and aware of the context and heritage that has shaped their own 

culture and cultures they encounter in the course of contemporary life.  

 


