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26th June 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

 

Final three weeks 

 

I hope you are all well and have survived our mini-heatwave. I am writing today to give you an outline of 

events for the rest of the year as things stand at present. 

 

Live lessons via Teams will continue according to the timetable that you have been following since the half-

term break. Live tutor sessions, tutor drop-in and assemblies will also continue according to the established 

pattern. There will be a renewed emphasis on attendance as technology allows us to link Teams software 

with the traditional attendance texts, so please do your best to ensure that your child is taking part in these 

live sessions, or that their Head of Year is aware of the reason why they can’t. 

 

This established pattern over the seven weeks of the last half term gives the teachers the opportunity to look 

at students’ attendance to lessons, their participation within lessons and the quality and frequency of work 

submitted. I am asking teachers to assess students using a simple traffic light system to identify where there 

are gaps in knowledge. This will enable us to address these as effectively as possible in September, or 

whenever school life returns to normal. I do not intend to share this information with students and parents. 

I am very aware that all families have done their best given their own circumstances, and the last thing 

anyone needs is for the school to create further turbulence by assessing or ‘labelling’ their children. Where 

we have real concerns, we have already made contact, and we are always happy to hear from you if you 

don’t feel these are being addressed. A reminder to continue to use the feedback surveys that remain live 

throughout the rest of term. These are regularly monitored and issues followed up through the correct 

channel. 

 

Phil Wragg and I have looked at ways in which we can use the timetable to create as bespoke a programme 

of recovery as possible, giving more teachers and lesson time where it is most needed, and adjusting schemes 

of work to ensure that the long-term damaging effects of the lockdown period are reduced as much as 

possible.  

 

I cannot emphasise strongly enough that this is a global situation. It is nobody’s fault, and it is very important 

for parents and children to be reassured that the responsibility for providing the correct recovery curriculum 

lies with me and with my team and it is one we take on willingly. We will of course need your support in 

helping us to deliver it, but you have shown over and over again how supportive you are as a parent body; it 

is because of this support that we have been able to deliver what I believe to be an impressive remote 

provision. I do not say that other schools and families across the country have not been working just as hard 

or wanting the best for their children, but the overwhelmingly positive response (and very helpful comments 

and advice!) from all parties to ‘live’ teaching has been amazing. 

https://www.matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk/1778/surveys-and-feedback
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To put this into very real context, I have just undertaken a learning ‘walk’ of all lessons. The high standard of 

what is presented and the confidence in delivery is what I have come to expect. What is noticeable is how 

much quality feedback is going on the whole time through the chat function. There is always a minimum of 

two adults in the room, often more, and their monitoring of students’ feedback is immediate. We need to 

think about how the really positive features of these new ways of working can be built into normal practice. 

This will form a big part of our recovery programme. 

 

I do not expect children to be working on school work over the holidays. The government catch-up scheme 

notwithstanding, everyone deserves a rest and break from the worry and that awful burden of responsibility 

that so many are feeling.  

 

Finally, this is normally the time of year when we hold our annual Race for Life. Parents with children in year 

8 and above will remember that last year was our most successful year ever, when we raised over £8,000 for 

cancer charities. We have decided to postpone the event until the autumn term, when we can use it as a 

team-bonding and resocialisation event as well as a fundraising one. We hope that you will support this 

decision; we also felt that a good deal had been done in terms of charity awareness and demands during 

lockdown. 

 

I will of course be in contact before the end of term with the latest news about the summer and the 

September start, but in the meantime, please stay healthy and safe. 

 

With very best wishes 

 

 
 

Mary Gould 

Headteacher 


