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“Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where its people come 

from and where they are going.” Rita Mae Brown 
 

 

Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. 

A high quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of 

the world. Our aim is to broaden pupils’ horizons and encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural 

boundaries and develop new ways of seeing the world. Our teaching should enable pupils to express 

their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in 

speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical 

purposes, learn new ways of thinking and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 

studied. 

 

Pupils should develop a competency that is both broad and deep in the skills of listening, speaking, 

reading and writing based on a sound foundation of core grammar, vocabulary and phonics. They 

should also be able to understand and communicate personal and factual information that goes 

beyond their immediate needs and interests, developing and justifying points of view in speech and 

writing, with increased spontaneity, independence and accuracy.  Critical learning, high frequency 

language and key communicative functions are revisited receptively and productively many times as 

we progress through the curriculum.  For example when learning how to describe activities done on a 

past holiday in French, we need to revisit previous teaching on how to conjugate the verbs ‘avoir’ and 

‘être’ in all forms. In Spanish, when talking about food and drink and using the idiom ‘tener 

hambre/sed’, we need to revisit the present tense of the irregular verb ‘tener’. 

 

Students have a varied experience of languages at KS2, varying from the extremely positive to the 

overall negative.  We must remember that some of our colleagues providing language learning at this 

level are not always confident speakers of either French or Spanish and it is noticeable how many of 

our new KS3 learners lack confidence when speaking the language.  Our aim is to make speaking the 

languages as fun and relaxed as possible, giving students at an early stage the tools to develop an 

enjoyment of manipulating and playing with the language, always with the purpose of building their 

confidence.  When we conduct our initial surveys of KS3 language students, it is apparent that whilst 



 

 

they may remember some individual words, it is our role to facilitate the learning of phrases.  This is 

the method proscribed by Dr Gianfranco Conti, referred to as chunking and it is my desire as Head of 

Department to transition our department to this method of language acquisition.   

 


