
When you join Matthew Arnold we would love for you to feel welcome and at home. I know 

that I did not want to move as I felt so comfortable at my primary and I’m sure that most 

students felt like that, so we all understand the emotions that you may be feeling. Matthew 

Arnold is not a scary place; it is amazing and they make you feel so wonderful when you come 

and if you ever have any problems then you can talk to anyone whether it is your tutor, a 

prefect or your friends.  

You get an amazing sense of independence when you move. You will learn as the year 

progresses that you feel like you are still receiving help where it is needed but you also get to 

shine more. Taking responsibility for your learning and homework is a great place to start but 

if you do ever need any help then teachers are available to go through it with you. 

At break and lunch you can go to the canteen and get your food. There is a range of food from 

pasta pots to sandwiches along with fruit and other yummy food. There are posters around 

the canteen of what the food is for that day or you can go online to check what you want to 

eat that day or you can even simply pick when it gets to lunch time! You can eat either inside 

the canteen or outside, which I personally love because then you are not restricted to eating 

in one place. 

The school offers lots of extra-curricular clubs. There are lots of sports, usually different ones 

each term. It ranges from football netball and basketball to badminton, cricket, and athletics. 

If you are not a fan of sports then you can also try all of the other clubs like creative writing, 

music, or drama. You might get on the team for some of the sports which is great because 

you get to compete against other schools and occasionally the competitions are during the 

day! You can enter competitions for other clubs as well - for example I entered a competition 

for creative writing and got it published. So you get to participate in most things because 

there are so many opportunities. 

Within the first half term auditions for the youth speaks team opened up so I decided to go 

for it. I got the place along with two of my friends. We competed with a speech about animals 

which is a subject that we wanted addressed, so we got to raise awareness of it from our 

point of view. I was the main speaker so I did the speech about the animals. There are two 

other roles: the chair person who introduces the topic and the vote of thanks who concludes 

the speech and says the thank you. You can win as a team or individual speeches. Our school 

won the main speaker which was great. Matthew Arnold offers a range of opportunities and 

really pushes us to be our best. We can’t wait for you to join and are looking forward to 

welcoming you into the Matthew Arnold School. 

Mia Brown  

Year 7 student 


