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“Music can change the world.” - Beethoven, Bono et al 

 

Every child, no matter their background, should be able to access music at school and have musical 

opportunities to be inspired, to be challenged and to thrive. Music should be a vibrant, diverse and 

practical subject. 

 

Music has proven benefits to develop several educational skills such as numeracy, literacy and 

linguistic but most importantly has countless proven emotional and mental health benefits. Music 

can bring a sense of community, can help with wellbeing and mental health but most of all can be fun. 

Our mission is to instil a culture of passion and enjoyment in music, essentially with the aim of getting 

every child playing and singing as much as possible every lesson. Students are encouraged to be 

active learners, where they create music in each project by composing their own songs based on the 

listening they have partaken in. 

 

At KS2, our students’ music education is focused on performance, where they learn how to play 

chords, sing and take part in performances such as Christmas nativities. We develop this performance 

skill further at KS3 and 4 both inside and outside lesson time. In 2022, we have the performance of 

Little Shop of Horrors, a musical involving Y8-11 students to which we will be performing both to local 

primary schools and parents. This has been a fantastic endeavour for students, linking art, drama and 

music together to create what will be a hugely enjoyable performance. 

 

A curriculum involving a diverse range of genres and topics to develop our students’ cultural capital 

 

Our aim is to mould our students into becoming open-minded, compassionate and supportive peers 

to each other and the world and to be culturally active citizens. We do this by exploring a huge range 

of music from different genres, cultures and periods in time such as: 

 

▪ Pop (including rock, rock n roll, jazz, musical theatre) 

▪ World music and fusion (including Bhangra, Reggae, Latin, African and Blues during which we 

discuss the connected history such as the slave trade in depth) 

▪ Film and computer game music (involving instruments of the orchestra) 



 

 

▪ Classical (music from 17th to 20th centuries including Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 

Minimalism, where we draw links to other subjects such as Baroque art and architecture from 

the time) 

In lesson time, all children learn how to play the keyboard in the first few lessons of music and are 

given the skills to actively learn the songs that they enjoy. In order to understand these genres, 

students learn about: 

 

▪ What makes these pieces typical of their genre and time, for example learning about relevant 

historical topics: 

o Large focus on slavery and its links in Blues, Reggae, African and Latin music which lends 

itself to social movements such as the Civil Rights Movement and Black Lives Matter 

o History of rock music and how the Beatles rose to fame, how their image and album 

artwork changed over the years 

o Europe during Baroque→Romantic eras and what life was like then such as how the 

industrial revolution affected the arts, the difference in rights for men and women 

o How to describe music and identify features, with a key focus on musical literacy (e.g. 

using musical words such as texture, sonority, pitch, melody etc.) 

Students compose their own songs based on this knowledge, learning 

 

▪ How to compose their own music, exploring what makes a successful piece of music 

▪ How to read and write music; one of the most fun and exciting skills a child can learn 

Our students have a positive cultural outlook due to being provided with an extensive, diverse and 

inclusive music curriculum which offers countless cross-curricular links. Students feel ‘There is no place 

I’d rather be.’ 

 

 


