
I know that coming up to secondary school can be a daunting prospect, so I am writing this to 

help and explain to you why it will all be fine. 

A year ago, I was in your position, worrying about school and if I would have any new friends. 

You probably feel extremely comfortable in your current school and I want to tell you that 

The Matthew Arnold School is not a scary place. You will be welcomed in and if you have any 

problems, you can speak to your tutor, a prefect or another student. 

Joining our school will open a range of possibilities for your future and you will always be 

rewarded for your good choices. We have a system called the reward ladder, which allows 

successful students to take part in fun, extra-curricular activities. This includes eating pizza, 

watching a film and even an out of school trip at the end of the year. 

At break and lunch there are many things to do. You can get your food in the canteen or even 

bring in your own. There is a huge range of food available; from sandwiches to pasta dishes, 

there is something for everyone. I personally love the freedom at lunch and not having to be 

limited to one area. Also, at break and lunch you can play football, table tennis, or just sit and 

talk with your friends. 

The school offers many clubs from sports to creative writing. Each term there are a new set 

of sports clubs for all to join, as well as matches and competitions throughout the year. I am 

lucky enough to be in a few sports teams and found this is a great way to make new friends. 

However, if you are not into sport, then you can take part in a music, drama or writing club. 

Many students have had pieces of work published, which is a wonderful and rewarding 

achievement.  

Within the first half term, students can apply to become a member of the student voice; this 

is a council of students from all years of the school who help to make things happen to benefit 

the school. You are given an application form to fill out and then interviewed. A few students 

from each year are selected and I was lucky enough to get in. In student voice, there are 

different sections that you are divided into. I personally chose the extra-curriculum and 

competition area, but the choice is yours. If you want to make a difference in our school 

community, you should try to apply too. 

We can’t wait for you to join and are looking forward to welcoming you into The Matthew 

Arnold School. 

Noah Benedict 

Year 7 student 


