
 

 

26th January 2023 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Behaviour Review at The Matthew Arnold School 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I am writing to you in reference to our new detentions 
procedure that will take effect from 31st of January 2023. 
 
At The Matthew Arnold School we pride ourselves in the exemplary behaviour that our students 
demonstrate every day. The new detentions procedure is being put in place to ensure that every 
lesson, every day, students are getting the best opportunities to learn and make progress. 
 
All detentions will continue to be recorded on Arbor and an automated message sent to the student’s 
parent or guardian to notify them of the date, length of time, and reason for the detention. Staff are 
expected to contact parents and guardians if a child has received a 4R to explain the reason for this 
sanction. Staff will set detentions for a minor level of poor behaviour in their lessons and around 
school, as outlined below: 
 

▪ 2R- 15 minute detention at break/lunch time 
▪ 4R- 1 hour after school detention 

 
If a student has 5 ‘defiance’ or ‘disruptive behaviour’ points logged on Arbor over the course of a 
week, (Monday-Friday) they will be entered for a Senior Leadership detention. Furthermore, if a 
student demonstrates a serious level of poor behaviour, for example: 
 

▪ Truancy from lessons/ assemblies 
▪ Leaving lessons without permission 
▪ Damage to school property 
▪ 5 lates to lessons/school over the week 

 
A full list of serious levels of poor behaviour will be included in the updated behaviour policy. 
 
These will last for 2 hours and will take place in the main hall. The timetable of this detention is 
outlined below: 
 

▪ SLT Detentions- Tuesday 3-5pm 
 
Please note if a student does not attend a detention that the level of sanction will escalate in line with 
the new procedure. Meaning, if they are awarded a 2R 15-minute detention and do not attend, this 
will move to a 4R 1 hour detention. The same applies for any sanction at any level. 
 
 



 

 

If a student receives a detention on a specific day, this supersedes all else. This means if a student has 
an extracurricular club, sports fixture or ‘Extended Day’ (Year 11 only) they will be attending the 
detention regardless. It is important that students understand that their behaviours and attitudes in 
lessons and around school must meet expectations if they are to benefit from after school 
interventions or fixtures.  
 
On Monday 30th January, all students will be made aware of our new behaviour policy. The policy will 
be explained in detail to our students in assemblies delivered by myself.  
 
For more information on the different levels of behaviour that sanctions are awarded for please see 
our updated behaviour management policy on our school website, available from Tuesday 31st 
January under ‘Key Information and Policies’.  
 
As a school we know you will support this important message and would like to thank you in advance 
for your support in this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Trendell 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 


