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The Matthew Arnold School 
Part of the Bourne Education Trust 

 

 

 

27th May 2020 

 

Dear Year 10 Parents and Carers 

 

School reopening for Year 10 students 

 

I am writing to outline the process by which we are going to organise our phased return to school. I apologise 

that this letter is detailed but making sure that we do this in a safe and controlled way is complicated. We 

are being guided by the Bourne Education Trust and all its schools are adopting the same model.   

 

The Prime Minister has outlined some basic principles around which we have based our planning: 

 

 From (not on) 1st June secondary schools should prepare to begin some face-to-face contact with 

year 10 students who have key exams next year, in support of their continued, remote, home learning 

 All other year groups will return in September. 

 

To implement this strategy, we will be opening the school in a controlled and measured way as follows: 

 

1. A full risk assessment has been drawn up. This will shortly be available to view on the website. It is a 

dynamic document and will be updated as necessary to reflect the changing situation 

2. The site will be prepared during the half-term week and the two initial weeks of summer term 2 

3. A rota of staff to run face-to-face sessions will be drawn up 

4. Staff will receive bespoke training and guidance 

5. Monday 15th June*: Year 10 face-to-face sessions to begin 

6. Each student will receive one session per week. Mr Lawrence and Mrs Moore will arrange the 

groupings 

7. Key worker and vulnerable children will continue to attend throughout. They will be accommodated 

separately from Year 10 students. 

 

*Please note that this date has already moved from 1st to 10th to 15th June. It may well change again in the 

intervening time, government advice depending. 

 

We know from your responses to surveys that some of you will be anxious about your child returning to 

school. In order to minimise the risks of returning to school we are taking the following measures: 

 

 Reducing class sizes in accordance with Government guidelines: there will be a maximum of 15 

students per session and all students will be accommodated in the school hall and LRC. 

 Each session will last 90 minutes and the focus will be on wellbeing and supporting students having 

difficulties with remote learning, in the vein of academic review days.  
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 The timings of the sessions have been scheduled to avoid peak travel. The morning session will start 

at 10am and finish at 11.30am with the afternoon session starting at 1pm and finishing at 2.30pm. 

 The timetable will enable safe entry to and exit from the site and regular and rigorous cleaning. 

 Students will be allocated a desk/computer to be used only by them during the session. These will 

then be sanitised before the next session.  

 We already adhere to strict 2-metre social distancing measures; in addition to this we will establish 

new routes around the school to avoid students meeting each other unnecessarily  

 Students who deliberately and continuously fail to follow social distancing guidance will be sent 

home and will be expected to continue with remote home learning. 

 In terms of personal protective equipment (PPE), the Government and Public Health England do not 

recommend students or staff wearing a face covering or masks, but they can if they wish and will not 

be prevented from doing so.  

 School uniform is not expected to be worn for the remainder of this term. 

 As you know, we usually encourage parents and carers to come on site and interact with the staff. 

Sadly, this can no longer apply. Parents and carers will not be allowed entry to the school buildings 

for the foreseeable future without an appointment, which should only be in an emergency. 

 

You will be contacted as soon as possible regarding your child’s allocated session and details of his or her 

programme. 

 

I realise that these new systems will take some getting used to, but I know that the staff and students will 

adapt. We are looking forward to returning to some sense of normality and thank you in advance for your 

support with this. 

 

If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mary Gould 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


