
 

 

10th March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Full Student Return - Monday 15th March (Week 1) 

 

As students return to school, it is important that they have the opportunity to access the full curriculum and 

the facilities on offer in our building. This must be balanced against the challenges of reducing COVID-19 

transmission and students feeling safe in the environment. We have taken a number of decisions to enable 

these criteria to be fulfilled. 

 

A. The School Day 

1. Changing the number of lessons each day to six 

Students will now have six 45-minute lessons each day. Lessons are to be taught in appropriate 

teaching rooms making use of the facilities available. Some lessons will be timetabled as double 

periods reducing the movement around the school and therefore reducing contact with other 

students.  

2. Tutor time at the beginning and the end of the day 

Students and teachers felt that the daily interaction between students and tutors during lockdown was 

a big factor in supporting wellbeing.  It allows teachers to see their tutees at the start and at the end 

of the day. Any issues or concerns can be picked up early and be dealt with in a timely manner. Students 

will continue with the tutor programme which includes numeracy, literacy and oracy along with extra 

sessions focusing on mental health and resilience. 

3. Development of wellbeing and the extended curriculum 

Students will continue to have a weekly wellbeing lesson to support their mental and physical health. 

This will be augmented by an additional weekly ‘extended curriculum’ lesson. These lessons will allow 

students to reflect on what they have done during the week. They will also provide opportunities to 

develop literacy skills, investigative skills and critical thinking. All very important in preparation for 

future learning. 

4. Staggered start finish times 

Student start and finishes are staggered to reduce the number entering and exiting the site at any one 

time. The timings are: 

 

Year groups Start time Finish time 

7, 10 and 11 8.40 14.45 

8 and 9 8.50 14.55 



 

 

 

We ask that students do not arrive earlier than five minutes before the official start. All students should 

enter and leave the site through the main Kingston Road gate. 

5. Staggered lunches 

Students will have access to a fuller range of hot food during lunchtime rather than set meal choices. 

This will be served from the school café. Students will pay for their food using the finger scanning 

system with hands being sanitised before and after using the device. There will be regular cleaning of 

touch points. Lunch breaks will be staggered and students kept in year groups whilst being served. 

Students will have separate areas to eat their food and spend break time 

 

B. COVID-19 Precautions 

I know I have said this many times, but it remains true and very reassuring: because of the precautions we 

had in place last term, and the commendable way the vast majority followed them, infection rates were 

remarkably low. I hope parents and children feel safer knowing that we will continue to adhere to strict 

measures.  

1. Face coverings 

 We are all used to wearing face coverings, and this practice will continue in school as it was before 

lockdown.  

 Students and staff will be asked to wear a covering at all times in the school building, except for 

when they are eating or drinking. 

 We acknowledge that some students and staff are exempt from wearing a covering and we 

support their right not to do so. They are encouraged to wear a lanyard so that they are not 

constantly challenged. They are supported to practise in advance how they will respond to 

questions so that they do not feel singled out. 

 

2. One-way system 

A one-way system is in operation around the school. Entrances and exits are clearly identified. Signage 

around the school indicates the direction which should be followed. This format reduces transitory 

interactions between students in different year groups whilst allowing access to all the specialist 

teaching rooms. Students will benefit from appropriate facilities for the relevant lessons.  

3. Toilet and handwashing facilities 

Each year group has their own toilet facilities which are clearly signed with the recommendations for 

handwashing. The facilities are extremely attractive and the handwashing areas are open plan. Good 

practice can be encouraged and cleanliness maintained. 

4. Classroom hygiene 



 

 

Students will be encouraged to sanitise their hands when entering and leaving the classroom. Wall-

mounted sanitisation stations are also clearly signposted at numerous key points around the school. 

Antiviral wipes are available for students to wipe down desks and keyboards. These will be available 

throughout the lesson. 

5. Seating plans 

Staff are required to draw up and maintain a seating plan for each class they teach. This is available for 

all staff to view so that the same arrangement is kept in the case of a cover teacher taking the class.  

6. Outside arrangements 

 

There are designated areas outside for students at break and lunchtimes. We will maintain student 

bubbles outside for the time being 

 

7. Social distancing 

 

Social distancing as we practise it in shops and other public areas is simply not possible for children in 

schools. Adults do practise social distancing wherever possible, but the main focus of our COVID-19 

precautions will be through the other measures listed above. 

 

8. Student LFD testing 

The first round of in-school testing went extremely smoothly. We had a 90%+ take up and no positive 

results. The second round takes place on Thursday 11th and Friday 12th March as an exact replica of the 

first round. All registration emails will have been sent for the second round by the end of today. Please 

contact the school (mhall@matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk) if you do not receive yours or if there are 

any problems. 

The third round will take place from school next Tuesday 16th March. You will still need to register your 

child and will receive your email on Friday 12th March. All times will be set for 9.00am although the 

tests will happen at various points throughout the school day. Please contact the school 

(mhall@matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk) on Monday 15th March if you have not received your email or 

if there are any problems.  

Once your child has taken the third test in school, he or she will be given their first supply of home test 

kits. We will put together another video and give parents and students full details.  

9. Staff LFD testing 

Staff now complete tests twice a week at home. More of us are now being offered the vaccine (my first 

one is on Thursday). 

10. Risk Assessment 
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The school is fully risk-assessed. Our adherence to all measures described in this comprehensive 

document are monitored and logged. This is not a tick-box exercise; it is one we all take extremely 

seriously. 

 

We all want the return to school to work. The children need to be in school for so many reasons, and if we 

get this part right, then the government’s roadmap out of lockdown for us all looks on the cards. I know that 

I can count on your support and co-operation as I have throughout this incredibly difficult time for us all. Mrs 

Gould will be sending a survey out towards the end of next week, but in the meantime, please do not hesitate 

to contact me if you have any problems. 

Kind regards 

 
Philip Wragg 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

https://matthewarnold.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/V3-New-build-full-re-opening.pdf?ts=1615368955

