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Introduction 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

 

The Matthew Arnold School is committed to providing a broad and balanced curriculum that enables 

all students to develop essential skills and knowledge. This builds a foundation for them to make 

appropriate and aspirational choices in their future. In planning the curriculum, the school takes into 

account the needs of the whole community: students, staff, parents, and beyond to local businesses 

and interests. We understand that each student is an individual; that they come from a variety of 

backgrounds and have a variety of learning needs. We embrace this variety.  We know it adds to the 

richness of our school community. Students are never disadvantaged due to their circumstances, 

background or culture. 

 

Our curriculum over the five years and provides a broad range of subjects for all students. With a 

comprehensive core offer and four options subjects, all students are able to take 10 GCSE or 

equivalent courses. Our curriculum remains flexible at key stage four: we have the potential to offer 

early entry, and can tailor intervention on a student-by-student basis. This process is supported by a 

strong and robust key stage three experience. Skills and knowledge which are developed in these two 

years are developed and enhanced in later studies. 

 

Choosing the right subjects for the future is an important decision. It is particularly difficult during the 

current situation. However, we have created a time line of events to ensure that students and parents 

are equipped with the right information to make the best choices for your child’s KS4 experience.  

 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Saunders (Head of Year), your 

child’s tutor or myself. 

 

Kind regards 

 
Mr G Watts 

Careers lead 

 

February 2021 

 

  



 
 

 

Timeline 

 

Event Date 

Options process information released  to 

students (Introduction assembly) 
25th January 

Options evening 24th February 

Subject taster sessions 1st March to 5th March 

The Matthew Arnold School careers fair 9th March 

Options form released 9th March 

Parents’ evening 25th March 

Final options form deadline 2nd April 

  



 
 

 

How the option system works 

 

The key principles behind the option process: 

 Students  must take all the core subjects: 

o GCSE English Language 

o GCSE English Literature 

o GCSE Mathematics 

o GCSE Combined Science - Trilogy (equivalent to two GCSEs) 

 

 Students must take one Health, Sport or Nutrition option: 

o BTEC Health and Social Care 

o WJEC L1/L2 Hospitality & Catering  

o GCSE PE 

 

 Students should choose at least one of the “EBacc” subjects:  

o GCSE Computing 

o GCSE French 

o GCSE Geography 

o GCSE History 

o GCSE Separate Science 

o GCSE Spanish 

 

 Students must then choose another three options from the options subjects section: 

o GCSE Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design 

o GCSE Art and Design: Textiles 

o GCSE Business Studies 

o GCSE Computing 

o GCSE Design and Technology: Resistant Materials 

o GCSE Drama 

o GCSE French 

o GCSE Geography  

o GCSE History 

o GCSE Music 

o GCSE Religious Studies 

o GCSE Separate Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics)  

o GCSE Spanish 

 

  



 
 

 

GCSE English (language and literature) 
Students will study both English language and English literature. 

 

GCSE English Language 

Board: AQA 

Examined: Two written papers and a speaking and listening presentation 

 

The English Language GCSE will encourage students to develop a wide range of techniques 

and to be able to understand how to communicate effectively. 

 

 Reading and writing are equally weighted in the English Language GCSE 

 The English Language GCSE has a focus on spelling, punctuation and grammar, 

including the use of varied and sophisticated vocabulary 

 Tiers have been removed from GCSE English Language. This means that specifications 

and question papers cover the full range of abilities 

 Speaking and Listening will be assessed by the class teacher and a separate certificate 

will be issued 

 

GCSE English Literature 

Board: AQA 

Examined: Two written papers 

 

The English Literature GCSE will encourage students to read a wide range of classic literature 

fluently with the assessment of: 

 

 A 19th century novel (A Christmas Carol) 

 A Shakespeare play (Macbeth) 

 A selection of poetry since 1789 including representative Romantic poems 

 British fiction or drama from 1914 onwards (An Inspector Calls) 



 
 

 

GCSE Mathematics 

Board: Edexcel 

Examined: Three examinations 

 

The specification requires students to demonstrate their ability in five main areas:  

 Number 

 Algebra  

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

 Geometry and measures 

 Probability and Statistics 

The assessment will consist of three examination papers - one non-calculator paper and 

two calculator papers.  Each paper is 1hr 30mins and is worth 80 marks. There is no 

coursework element in this subject. Papers are either foundation (access to grades 1-5) or 

higher (access to grades 4-9). 

Functional elements have been embedded into the new specifications and the exam paper 

will test these skills with questions set in real-life, scenario-based contexts. A greater 

emphasis is placed on problem-solving skills and techniques and the ability to transfer 

maths skills from a range of areas to solve a complex problem.  

Numeracy 

Since all students are required to sit a non-calculator paper, it is important that students 

continue to practise non-calculator methods for arithmetic throughout the course, and that 

they develop a high level of numeracy. It is fundamental that pupils continue to learn and 

practise times table facts and learn key mathematical vocabulary and formulae. 

Equipment 

Students will be provided with the appropriate equipment during lessons and the 

examinations. 

  



 
 

 

GCSE Combined Science - Trilogy 

Board: AQA 

Examined: Six written examinations 

 

What students will study in Combined Science - Trilogy: 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

Cells and organisation Atoms, bonding and moles Energy and energy resources 

Diseases and bioenergetics Chemical reactions and energy 

changes 

Particles at work 

Biological responses Rates, equilibrium and organic 

chemistry 

Forces in action 

Genetics and reproduction Analysis and the earth’s 

resources 

Waves and electromagnetism 

Ecology   

 

How students will be assessed:  

 There are six exams in total; two in each discipline.  The papers are 1hr 15mins long and have 

a mixture of multiple choice, short answer and open response questions.   

 Students receive two GCSE grades for combined science. These may be the same eg 5-5, but 

if not, can only be one grade apart eg 6-5 

 Papers are either foundation (access to grades 1-5) or higher (access to grades 4-9). 

  



 
 

 

L1/L2 Certificate in Hospitality and Catering 

Board: WJEC 

Examined: One examination and internal coursework 

 

This qualification is suitable for students who enjoyed their cookery lessons at KS3 and want 

to go on to study hospitality and catering when they leave school. 

 

What students will study: 

Unit 1 - The Hospitality and Catering Industry  

Unit 2 - Hospitality and Catering in Action  

 

How students will be assessed: 

60% of this course is internally assessed through written and practical coursework and the 

other 40% is an external 1hr 30mins written exam.  

 

Students will be required to bring in their own ingredients for practical lessons and will have 

two practical PE lessons a fortnight in year 9. 

  



 
 

 

BTEC Health and Social Care 

Board: Pearson 

Examined: One examination and internal coursework 

 

This qualification is ideal for students wishing to pursue a career as a midwife, doctor, nurse, 

childminder or any other job in the Health and Social Care sector.  

 

What students will study:  

Unit 1 - Human lifespan development (30%) 

Unit 2 - Health and Social Care Services and Values (30%) 

Unit 3 - Health and Wellbeing (40%) 

 

How students will be assessed: 

60% of this course is internally assessed through written coursework and presentations and 

the other 40% is an externally-controlled assessment written and assessed by Edexcel.  

 

Students will have two practical PE lessons a fortnight in year 9.  



 
 

 

GCSE Physical Education 

Board: Edexcel 

Examined: One examination and internal coursework  

 

The qualification is suitable for students who enjoy both practical and theoretical PE and 

would like to pursue a career within the sports industry. 

 

What students will study:  

 Component 1: Fitness and body systems  

o Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology 

o Topic 2: Movement analysis 

o Topic 3: Physical training 

o Topic 4: Use of data 

 Component 2: Health and performance 

o Topic 1: Health, fitness and wellbeing 

o Topic 2: Sport psychology 

o Topic 3: Socio-cultural influences 

o Topic 4: Use of Data 

 Component 3: Physical skills during individual/team activities and general 

performance skills 

 Component 4: Personal exercise programme 

 

How students will be assessed: 

 30% practical - three sports - one individual, one team and one of your choice 

 60% theory - two written exams on component 1 (1hr 45mins) and component 2 (1hr 

15mins) 

 10% personal exercise program 

  



 
 

 

GCSE Art, Craft and Design 

Board: AQA 

Examined: One examination and internal coursework  

 

Students will study a range of techniques and media: 

 Drawing, printmaking, painting in acrylic and watercolour, photography, digital editing 

and 3D sculpture 

 Pencil, paint, ink, clay, wire and oil pastels 

 Artist research, historical to contemporary 

 

Assessment is based in four areas: 

AO1 - Develop and investigate sources 

AO2 - Experiment with media 

AO3 - Recording observations  

AO4 - Presenting ideas in a final piece 

 

How students will be assessed:  

1. Coursework - 60% of overall mark: Students will be required to complete two 

coursework units which is called a portfolio (two A3 sketchbooks). Both projects will 

investigate a given theme leading to an individual final piece response which 

interprets the given themes 

 

2. Examination - 40% of overall mark: Exam questions will be released in January 2024. 

These are sketchbook-based investigations (1 x A3 sketchbook) based on a chosen 

question from a choice of seven externally set questions.  A 10-hour assessment under 

examination conditions to complete the final piece. 

 

Please note that students will not be able to choose this subject together with GCSE Art and Design: 

Textiles because of the high level of coursework involved 

 

  



 
 

 

GCSE Art and Design: Textiles design 

Board: AQA 

Examined: One examination and internal coursework  

 

Students will study a range of techniques and media: 

 

 Embroidery, appliqué, sewing machine stitching, dyeing, printing, home furnishings 

and costume design 

 Hand and machine sewing, drawing, printmaking, painting, dyeing 

 Pencil, paint, dye, print and machine stitching 

 Artist and designer research, historical to contemporary 

 

Assessment is based in four areas: 

 

AO1 - Develop and investigate sources 

AO2 - Experiment with media 

AO3 - Recording observations 

AO4 - Presenting ideas in a final piece 

 

How students will be assessed:  

1. Coursework - 60% of overall mark: Students will be required to complete two 

coursework units which is called a portfolio (two A3 sketchbooks). Both projects will 

investigate a given theme leading to an individual final piece response which 

interprets the given themes 

2. Examination - 40% of overall mark: Exam questions will be released in January 2024. 

These are sketchbook-based investigations (1 x A3 sketchbook) based on a chosen 

question from a choice of seven externally set questions.  A 10-hour assessment under 

examination conditions to complete the final piece. 

Please note that students will not be able to choose this subject together with GCSE Art and Design: 

Art, Craft and Design because of the high level of coursework involved. 

GCSE Business Studies 

Board: Edexcel 



 
 

 

Examined: Two examinations 

 

There are two units studied in this course: 

 

UNIT 1: Introduction to a Small Business (50%) 

 Enterprise and entrepreneurship 

 Spotting a business opportunity 

 Putting a business idea into practice 

 Making the business effective 

 Understanding external influences on business 

 

UNIT 2: Building a Business (50%) 

 Making marketing decisions 

 Making operational decisions 

 Making financial decisions 

 Making human resource decisions 

 

How students will be assessed:  

Two papers of 1hr 30mins. The papers consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer 

and extended-writing questions. 

  



 
 

 

GCSE Computing 

Board: OCR 

Examined: Two examinations  

 

There are three parts to this course: 

1. Component 1: Computer systems (50%) 

Introduces students to the: 

 Central processing unit (CPU) 

 Computer memory and storage 

 Data representation 

 Wired and wireless networks 

 Network topologies 

 System security and system software 

 Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer science 
 

2. Component 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (50%) 

Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They develop skills 

and understanding in: 

 Computational thinking 

 Algorithms 

 Programming techniques 

 Producing robust programs 

 Computational logic and translators 

 

3. Practical programming 

Students undertake a programming task during their course of study, which allows them to 

develop their skills to design, write, and test and refine programs using a high-level 

programming language. Students will be assessed on these skills during the written 

examinations, in particular component 02. 

How students will be assessed:  

Two written papers of 1hr 30mins each  

  



 
 

 

GCSE Design and Technology: Resistant Materials 

Board: AQA 

Examined: One examination and internal coursework  

 

Students will study: 

The knowledge, understanding and skills required to undertake the iterative design process 

of exploring, creating and evaluating. The majority of the specification is delivered through 

the practical application of this knowledge and understanding. 

 

The subject content has been split into three sections: 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 

 

Students will follow a design-based course focused on activities that will prepare for and 

complement the controlled assessment units.  A series of short design and make projects will 

encourage students to work confidently and with pace to produce high-quality appropriate 

solutions to design problems.  

 

How students will be assessed:  

  

1. Coursework (50%): Drawing, writing and practical 

2. Examination (50%): 2 hours 

  



 
 

 

GCSE Drama 

Board: AQA 

Examined: One written examination and a performance examination  

 

 Students will use drama to explore a range of topics, themes and issues. They will have 

the opportunity to develop their knowledge and drama skills as well as deal with real 

life issues presented in drama texts 

 Students will explore exciting ways of bringing a play to life on stage. They study a 

number of plays to gain an in-depth understanding of themes, issues, character and 

setting 

 As part of the course students will be expected to go to see live theatre, which will 

form part of the drama exam as well as widening their understanding of the theatre 

 Students will devise their own piece of drama based on stimulus material which is 

provided by the exam board. Students’ ideas for this will be presented in a portfolio, 

as well as being performed 

 

How students will be assessed:  

 

 Component one (40%) - Understanding Drama: This is a written examination. Section 

A of the exam will include multiple choice questions about the theatre and roles within 

the theatre. Section B will be questions on a set text that has been studied in drama 

lessons. Section C will require students to write a live theatre review. This will be a 

review of a performance that the pupils have seen as part of the course. The exam will 

be 1hr 45mins and will be 40% of the final GCSE.  

 Component two (40%) - Devising Drama: Students will work in a group to create a 

devised piece of drama based on stimulus material. Alongside the performance pupils 

will have to submit a portfolio of their work to show their research, initial ideas, 

creation and development of drama and an evaluation of their final piece. This is 

assessed in school, moderated by the exam board and is worth 40% of the final GCSE.  

 Component 3hree (20%) - Presenting and performing texts: Pupils will perform two 

extracts from a given play. This can be a monologue, a duologue or a group 

performance. Students must submit notes explaining their intentions or inspirations 

for the role performed. This is assessed by an external moderator and will form 20% 

of the final GCSE.  



 
 

 

GCSE French 

Board: AQA 

Examined: Examinations in listening, speaking, reading and writing  

 

In opting to study French students will be able to communicate more confidently and 

accurately with French speakers and will learn more about the lifestyle and culture of this 

vibrant and influential country.  Foreign language skills are essential for many jobs in global 

businesses such as tourism, marketing and finance.   

 

Students will study 3 main themes on which the assessments are based: 

 Identity and culture (relationships, family, technology, media, free time activities, 

customs and festivals) 

 Local, national and global areas of interest (home and local area, charity and 

voluntary work, healthy living, the environment, social issues, travel and tourism) 

 Current and future study and employment (school studies, school and college life, 

further education, jobs and career choices) 

Students will extend all skills (reading, listening, speaking, writing and translation) in order to 

understand and communicate in the foreign language. Grammar knowledge will be reinforced 

and they will be taught to conjugate verbs accurately in different tenses and to build 

increasingly complex sentences. 

 

How students will be assessed:   

Paper 1: Listening (25%): Understanding and responding to types of spoken language. 

(Foundation tier: 35mins, Higher tier: 45mins) 

Paper 2: Speaking (25%): Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety 

of purposes. (Foundation tier: 7-9mins, Higher tier: 10-12mins) 

Paper 3: Reading (25%): Understanding and responding to different types of written 

language. (Foundation tier: 45mins, Higher tier: 1hr) 

Paper 4: Writing (25%): Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes. 

(Foundation tier: 1hr, Higher tier: 1hr 15mins)  

 

Papers are either foundation (access to grades 1-5) or higher (access to grades 4-9). 



 
 

 

GCSE Geography  

Board: Eduqas WJEC 

Examined: Three examinations  

 

Students will study three themes as part of their course: 

 THEME 1: Changing places, changing economies - Students will study topics such as 

urbanisation in contrasting global cities, urban and rural processes and changes in the 

UK, a global perspective on development issues 

 THEME 2: Changing environments - Students will study topics such as shaping the 

landscape - coasts and coastal management, rivers and river management, weather 

and climate, and climate change 

 THEME 3: Environmental challenges- Students will look at how ecosystems function, 

ecosystems under threat, water resources and management and desertification  

 

The specification aims to enable students to think like a geographer. They will develop the 

skills necessary to carry out enquiry in the classroom and in the field in order to develop 

specialised geographical concepts and current geographical issues. Strong literacy and 

numeracy skills are required in GCSE Geography. 

 

How students will be assessed: 

 Paper 1 (40%) - 1hr 45mins. Testing knowledge of themes 1, 2 and 3 

 Paper 2 (30%) - 1hr 30mins. Problem solving exercise 

 Paper 3 (30%) - 1hr 30mins. Applied fieldwork paper based on two fieldtrips and the 

approaches to fieldwork methodologies, representation and analysis, and 

geographical skills 

 

Fieldwork is compulsory. Each student must participate in two fieldwork trips to collect data. 

This data is examined in Paper 3.   



 
 

 

GCSE History 

Board: AQA 

Examined: Two examinations  

 

By the end of the GCSE course students will be able to answer questions such as: 

 Why were some gangsters very popular in the USA? 

 How has medicine advanced from superstition to modern surgery? 

 How did Hitler take Europe into another world War? 

 Why did Martin Luther King give his ‘I have a dream’ speech? 

 What was life like in growing up as Henry VIII’s daughter Elizabeth I? 

 

Course Content 

Paper 1 (50%) 

 Section A focuses on two key developments of Opportunity and Equality in the USA’s 

history over a 50-year period from 1920-1973  

 Section B is a world depth study, focusing on international conflict and tension - Treaty 

of Versailles, League of Nations and the causes of World War Two 

Paper 2 (50%) 

 Section A: Thematic studies - the focus is British history. Pupils will look at Health and 

people c1000 to present day or Power and the people c1170-present day 

 Section B: British Depth study including the historic environment. Pupils will look at 

Norman England c1066-c1100 or Elizabethan England c1660-1685  

 

How students will be assessed: 

There are two final exams: 

 Paper one (50%): Understanding the modern world – 2hrs 

 Paper two (50%): Shaping the Nation – 2hrs 

Pupils are also assessed based on spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

 



 
 

 

GCSE Music 

Board: Eduqas 

Examined: One examination, two compositions and at least two pieces 

performed 

 

What students will study: 

Students will develop skills you started in Year 8 music and explore music from all around 

the world over the last 400 years. Students will learn about the history and context of music 

by listening and playing music from various different cultures. Skills developed will be: 

composing, listening and practical skills, how to read music and musical literacy (knowledge 

and application of musical words such as ‘sonority,’ ‘dynamics, ‘pitch’). 

 

During the course, it is hoped that students will have private lessons on an instrument, such 

as singing, guitar, piano or drum kit lessons to give you the best opportunity for a high mark. 

The performance aspect of the course is 30%. These lessons are now offered in school, or 

you can find a teacher externally if you prefer. Further details of our company can be found 

at https://music-in-education.co.uk/.  

 

How you will be assessed: 

 Composition (30% of GCSE): There are two compositions. One will be a free 

composition, the second will be in response to a brief given by the exam board 

 Performance (30% of GCSE): Students will prepare and perform a minimum of two 

pieces which will be marked. At least one of these pieces needs to be an ensemble 

performance (such as a musical theatre or pop vocal duet, you playing the guitar in a 

rock band performance etc) 

All of the coursework will be completed and sent to the exam board in Year 11. 

 A written exam paper (40% of GCSE): This involves questions on pieces from various 

genres and then answering questions on 2 set pieces; these will be Africa by Toto 

(1982) and Badinerie for Flute and String Orchestra with Harpsichord by J.S.Bach. 

The rest of the exam includes listening to unprepared pieces and answering questions 

on those. This could be anything from rock and pop music, to film music, musical 

theatre, Classical, Romantic and Baroque music, jazz and music from around the world 

such as from Indian, Africa and Latin America 

https://music-in-education.co.uk/


 
 

 

GCSE Religious Studies 

Board: AQA 

Examined: Two examinations  

 

What students will study:  

 

Beliefs and Practices for both Christianity and Islam 

 Creation 

 Life after death  

 Charity  

 How the religion looks after the people around them 

 Belief about God 

 The Five pillars  

 

Themes for both Islam and Christianity  

 Relationships 

 Matters of Life and death 

 Peace and Conflict  

 Crime and punishment  

 

How students will be assessed:   

Students will be assessed by two examinations of 1hr 45mins which are equally weighted. 

PAPER 1 - Beliefs and Practices for both Christianity and Islam 

Students will be examined on knowledge and understanding of the topics and the ability to 

write essay based answers looking at different points of view. Reference to Scripture is 

important in this paper. 

Paper 2 - Themes for both Christianity and Islam 

Students must answer each of the four themes studied. They will be examined on knowledge 

and understanding of the topics and the ability to write essay-based answers looking at 

different points of view. Reference to Scripture is important in this paper. 

 

  



 
 

 

GCSE Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics)  

Board: AQA 

Examined: Two examinations per subject (Six in total) 

 

Students studying separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics will be taught during the 

normal timetabled science lessons as well as within an option block. A GCSE award will be 

given for each discipline; so students will achieve 3 GCSEs compared with 2 in combined 

science.  

 

What students will study: 

The course content follows the same path as double science, with extra topics making the 

triple science course.  These are highlighted below: 

 

Biology 3 Chemistry 3 Physics 3 

Growing bacteria in the lab; Preventing 

bacterial growth; Making monoclonal 

antibodies; Plant defence response; The 

Brain; The eye; Plant hormone and 

responses; Using plant hormones; 

Controlling body temperature; 

Removing waste products; The human 

kidney; Dialysis; Kidney transplants; 

DNA structure and protein synthesis; 

Gene expression and mutation; Cloning; 

Adult cell cloning; The history of 

genetics; Theories of evolution and 

speciation; Biomass 

The transition elements; Nanoparticles 

and their applications; Titrations, 

calculations; Volumes and gases; 

Chemical cells and batteries; Fuel cells; 

Reactions of alkenes, alcohols, 

carboxylic acids and esters; Addition 

and condensation polymerisation; 

Natural polymers and DNA; Tests for 

positive and negative ions; Instrumental 

analysis; Rusting; Alloys; Composites; 

Haber process 

Infrared radiation; Electrical charges 

and fields; Gas pressure and volumes; 

Nuclear radiation in medicine; Fusion 

and fission  

Moments and levers; Conservation of 

momentum; Impact forces and safety; 

Pressure; Sound and seismic waves; 

Reflection and refraction; Light and 

colour; Lenses; Electromagnetism; 

Generators and transformers; Space 

science 

 

How students will be assessed: 

Each science will be assessed by two 1hr 45mins exams making a total of 6 exams.  The papers 

will be tiered where necessary. 

  



 
 

 

GCSE Spanish 

Board: AQA 

Examined: Examinations in listening, speaking, reading and writing  

 

In opting to study Spanish, students will be able to communicate more confidently and 

accurately with Spanish speakers and will learn more about the lifestyle and culture of this 

vibrant and influential country.  Foreign language skills are essential for many jobs in global 

businesses such as tourism, marketing and finance.   

 

Students will study 3 main themes on which the assessments are based: 

 Identity and culture (relationships, family, technology, media, free time activities, 

customs and festivals) 

 Local, national and global areas of interest (home and local area, charity and 

voluntary work, healthy living, the environment, social issues, travel and tourism) 

 Current and future study and employment (school studies, school and college life, 

further education, jobs and career choices) 

 

How students will be assessed:   

 

Paper 1: Listening (25%): Understanding and responding to types of spoken language. 

(Foundation tier: 35mins, Higher tier: 45mins) 

Paper 2: Speaking (25%): Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety 

of purposes. (Foundation tier: 7-9mins, Higher tier: 10-12minss) 

Paper 3: Reading (25%): Understanding and responding to different types of written 

language. (Foundation tier: 45mins, Higher tier: 1hr) 

Paper 4: Writing (25%): Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes. 

(Foundation tier: 1rr, Higher tier: 1hr 15mins)  

 

Papers are either foundation (access to grades 1-5) or higher (access to grades 4-9). 

 

 



 
 

 

Key people you can talk to 

The following people have a lot of experience, know your child well and can give the right 

advice.   

 

At school: 

 Form tutor 

 Head of Year -  Mr Saunders 

 Subject teachers 

 Head of department 

 Senior leadership team 

 

At home: 

 Parents / carers 

 Brothers and sisters 

 Friends 

 

Key tips from Year 11 Students: 

 “Don’t pick a subject just because your friends are studying it.” 

 “Don’t pick a subject just because your parents want you to.” 

 “Pick a subject you are interested in and know you will enjoy.” 

 “Speak to your teachers or Form Tutor, so you know you have made the best decision.” 

 “Research the course.  You can look at the exam board websites or BBC Bitesize.” 

 

Useful websites: 

 www.aqa.org.uk       

 www.edexcel.com         

 www.ocr.org.uk 

 www.wjec.co.uk   

 www.bbcbitesize.co.uk 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.wjec.co.uk/
http://www.bbcbitesize.co.uk/


 
 

 

Notes: 

 


