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4th May 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Year 7 Welcome Programme 2020 

 

I am delighted that you have accepted your child’s place at The Matthew Arnold School for September 

2020.  We are very much looking forward to welcoming you and to working with you closely over the 

coming years.  The welcome programme and the information accompanying this letter aim to help your 

child have an enjoyable transfer from primary to secondary school.  Mr Scott, Assistant Headteacher, will 

be overseeing the welcome and transition programme.  Should you have any concerns or questions, 

please contact him on lscott@matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk. 

 

Please note that the following programme is of course subject to change depending on the lockdown 

situation and if and when schools reopen in any recognisable format. Where possible we will hold meetings 

remotely if we are still in lockdown. Information will be sent about how to join and what you can do if you 

are unable to take part. I also enclose a letter addressed to your child, and I would be grateful if you could 

ensure your child reads it. 

  

1. Primary Visits 

Over the course of the next few weeks, we will be contacting the primary schools of all our new Year 7 

students.  We will be talking to the Year 6 teachers and to the students themselves to find out information 

that will allow us to support your child in the best way possible. 

  

2. Parents’ Evening  

I would like to extend a warm invitation to parents to come to school on Monday 29th June at 6.00 pm.   

I will outline my vision for the school for the 5 years your child will be with us and then introduce you to 

key staff, namely the Head of Year 7, form tutors and Mr Scott.  This event is for parents and carers only; 

I do appreciate that this will mean making childcare arrangements and hope this gives you plenty of notice 

to do so. 

 

3. Induction Days   

Our two-day programme of induction for new Year 7 students will be held on Tuesday 30th June and 

Wednesday 1st July from 9.30am until 2.45pm.  During these days, students will take part in activities 

that are designed to enable them to become familiar with the building, new subjects and key staff, 

including their form tutor.  Lunch will be provided by us on both days.  Students should bring their current 

PE kit on Wednesday 1st July as they will be taking part in team-building activities. 
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4. Orientation Day 

In order to help our students feel confident in their new surroundings we are having an orientation day 

on Wednesday 2nd September from 9.00am to 12.00pm.  This day is for Year 7 and our Year 11 prefects 

who will be acting as buddies.   

 

5. Summer School 

We will be offering a summer school for our new starters.  This proved extremely popular last year, with 

a range of activities, and we advise parents to book early to avoid disappointment.  This will provisionally 

take place from Monday 17th August until Wednesday 19th August.  More details to follow.  

 

6. Student Information 

It is very important we have your child’s personal information and contact numbers in case of 

emergencies.  I will be sending you a confidential data collection form within the next few days. Once 

received please complete as soon as possible. 

 

7. Tutor Groups 

On entering the school your child will be placed in a tutor group.  Mr Scott is in charge of this process and 

takes great care to balance groups with a mix of previous schools, ability and student interests. 

Information gained from meeting with the primary school helps with this. 

 

I very much look forward to meeting you and to working closely with you over the next five years. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mary Gould 

Headteacher 

 


