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Dear students 
 
Welcome to Year 11 
 
Welcome to the start of your final year at secondary school. We understand that you have many questions and there 
has been a period of uncertainty about what this year will look like for you. We hope this newsletter will answer any 
questions you may have and help you prepare for the year ahead. We have undertaken student questionnaires to 
identity areas that we can offer you support in and used this information to inform our decisions about the GCSE 
options you will take in your exams next year.  

 
Amendments to the Curriculum 
 
With OFQUAL’s decision to reduce the content of the 2021 English Literature GCSE we have thought in-depth about 
the right choices for you, taking into consideration the face-to-face teaching that you have received and the impact of 
the lockdown. Shakespeare and Unseen Poetry are compulsory topics and with this is mind, combined with student 
feedback, we have chosen to select An Inspector Calls and the Power and Conflict Anthology as our texts for Literature 
Paper 1. Both texts complement the compulsory aspects of your Literature exams and will help you to develop the 
skills that you need to succeed in your studies. This means that A Christmas Carol will not be a GCSE text for you this 
year.   
 

 Literature Paper 1 – Anthology of Poetry and Modern Prose/Drama 
 Literature Paper 2 – Shakespeare and Unseen Poetry 

 
There are no changes to the English Language exams.  
 

 Language Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
 Language Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
 Speaking and Listening Endorsement 

 
 
Topic Timetable 
 
Below are the topics we will be studying over the next few months: 
 

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

  
Autumn 1 
(7 weeks) 

Autumn 2 
(6 weeks) 

Spring 1 
(5 weeks) 

Spring 2 
(6 weeks) 

Summer 1 
(6 weeks) 

Summer 2 
(6.5 weeks) 
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REVISION 
 

 



 
Mock Exams 
 
The dates for the first round of mock exams has been confirmed as the 7th - 18th December. The English mocks will 
consist of a full Language Paper 2 exam (1hr 45minutes) and a timed exam on Macbeth (1hr). The teaching timetable 
and Period 6 provision will fully prepare you to undertake these exams. 
 
There will be in-class assessments for each individual topic to ensure you are on track and know how to improve. 
 
Student Feedback 
 
A large majority of you have completed Personal Learning Checklists (PLCs) and taken part in the recent English 
Literature questionnaire, which has allowed us to identify some common concerns. 
 
In English Literature, we identified three main areas for support: 
 

 Remembering key information, including quotations 
 Timings  
 How to analyse  

 
Based on these findings we would like to reassure you that we will be revising each of the Literature texts in detail and 
plan to include plenty of exam practice opportunities to build your confidence in answering questions to the best of 
your ability, within the given time. We will also be spending more time analysing key quotations and writers’ methods.  
 
From the information that we gathered before the summer (PLCs) we were able to identify Language Paper 2 (non-
fiction) as an area that you felt less confident in. We have allocated more teaching hours to this particular topic - ahead 
of the December mocks - and you will have the opportunity to read a diverse range of non-fiction texts and work to 
develop your persuasive writing and comparison skills. These transferable skills will aid you with not only the Speaking 
and Listening Endorsement, which you will complete in the latter part of the autumn term, but also with the literature 
exams.  
 
Student Support 
 
We received valuable insights into the type of support that you would like, and we are pleased to say that nearly 
everything that you have suggested has already been put in place or will be soon. To help with your revision we will 
be using past papers, example questions, timed essay practice, model answers, regular feedback, and additional 
teaching time (period 6). Additionally, your teachers will be uploading key information and resources to Microsoft 
Teams to aid with your revision so please make sure you have access to this and you check it regularly.  
 
Many of you said that you would like tips on how to revise and how to create revision resources - we will be showing 
you hints and tips along the way but please feel free to ask your teachers: mind-maps and revision cards are a good 
way to start! 
 
Finally … 
 
The English Department want you to know that with hard work and perseverance you will make this year a success 
and get the results that you want. We are here to help every step of the way! 
 
Best wishes 
 
Miss Genet, Miss Hodgson, Miss Parker and Mrs Rose 
 
 
   

 


