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Inclusion statement 

At The Matthew Arnold School every student matters. We believe that each individual needs a personalised 

academic pathway and pastoral support tailored to his or her needs. We believe every student has an equal 

right to access the National Curriculum and that she or he has a right to benefit from a range of personal, 

social and extra-curricular activities. This is to ensure that all students are equipped with the knowledge, skills 

and resilience necessary to be able to take advantage of all the opportunities open to them, now and in the 

future. Matthew Arnold’s vision is that students, parents, staff and professionals all contribute to the positive 

educational experience of the child so that there is a collaborative relationship between all. We believe all 

students with special educational needs and/or disabilities can be included within a broad and differentiated 

educational programme which is appropriate for their needs, which ensures they make progress and achieve 

and which helps all students to reach their full potential while at school. We value the abilities and 

achievements of all our students, and are committed to providing, for each student, the best possible 

environment for learning. 

We make every effort to achieve maximum inclusion of all students whilst meeting students’ individual 

needs. This policy builds on our commitment to inclusion, which recognises the entitlement of all students 

to a balanced, broadly-based curriculum. Our SEND policy reinforces the need for teaching that is fully 

inclusive. We are also committed to the principles of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion. 

The Governing Committee will ensure that appropriate provision will be made for all students with SEND. 

Aims and Objectives of this Policy 

▪ To be an inclusive school 

▪ To adhere to the principles of EDI 

▪ To provide curriculum access for all 

▪ To reach high levels of achievement for all 

▪ To ensure the identification of all students requiring SEND provision as early as possible in their school 

career 

▪ To meet individual needs through a wide range of provision 

▪ To attain high levels of satisfaction and participation from students, parent and carers 

▪ To share a common vision and understanding with all stakeholders 

▪ To give transparent resourcing to SEND 

▪ To work towards inclusion in partnership with other agencies and schools 

▪ To achieve a level of staff expertise to meet student needs. 

We recognise that many students will have special needs at some time during their school life. In 

implementing this policy, we believe students will be helped to overcome their difficulties. 

This policy is written in line with the requirements of:- 

▪ Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014 

▪ SEND Code of Practice 2014 

▪ The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 

▪ The Special Educational Needs (Personal Budgets and Direct Payments) Regulations, Section 49  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf


 

 

▪ The Order setting out transitional arrangements, Section 137 5 

▪ The Equality Act 2010 

This policy should also be read in conjunction with the following policies (available on the website or from 

the main school office): 

▪ Behaviour Policy  

▪ Equal Opportunities Equality and Disability Policy 

▪ Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

▪ Home-School Agreement 

▪ Complaints Policy 

▪ Accessibility Policy 

▪ EDI statement 

This policy was developed with input from parents/carers, representatives from the Governing Committee 

and parents of children with special educational needs. It will be reviewed annually. 

Definition of SEND 

The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 2014 states that a child or young person has SEND if they 

have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A 

child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty if he or she: 

a) Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or 

b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind 

generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 

institutions? 

High-quality teaching that is differentiated and personalised will meet the individual needs of the majority of 

children. Some children need educational provision that is additional to or different from this. This is special 

educational provision under Section 21 of the Children and Families Act 2014.  

We use our best endeavours to ensure that such provision is made for those who need it. Special educational 

provision is underpinned by high-quality teaching and is compromised by anything less.  

Admission Arrangements 

No student will be refused admission to school on the basis of his or her special educational need or disability 

unless we are unable to meet that need. In line with the SEN and Disability Act we will not discriminate against 

disabled children and we will take all reasonable steps to provide effective educational provision. The 

admission arrangements for students without a statement of special educational needs/Education, Health 

and Care Plan do not discriminate against or disadvantage disabled children or those with special educational 

needs and will follow the usual school admissions procedures. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance


 

 

Management of SEND within School 

The Headteacher and the Governing Committee have delegated the responsibility for the day-to-day 

implementation of the policy to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCo), who has 

Qualified Teacher Status. All school staff have a responsibility for students with SEND, and all teachers are 

teachers of special educational needs. Staff are aware of their responsibilities towards students with SEND, 

whether or not students have a statement of special educational needs/Education, Health and Care Plan. A 

positive and sensitive attitude is shown towards those students. Staff responsibilities are identified in 

individual job descriptions. 

 

We can make provision for every kind of frequently occurring special educational need without a statement 

of special educational needs/Education, Health and Care Plan; for instance dyslexia, dyspraxia, speech and 

language needs, autism and physical/sensory needs. Learning difficulties and social, emotional and mental 

health needs are other kinds of special educational need which do not occur as frequently and with which 

the school is less familiar, but we can access training and advice so that these kinds of needs can be met in 

most circumstances, as long as sufficient information is provided prior to the transfer to The Matthew Arnold 

School. 

 

The school also currently meets the needs of students with a statement of special educational 

needs/Education, Health and Care plan with the following kinds of special educational needs: cognition and 

learning, speech and language and communication needs, physical, sensory and SME. 

 

Decisions on the admission of students with a statement of special educational need/Education, Health and 

Care plan are made by the Local Authority. 

 

Information about the policy for identification and assessment of students 

with SEND 

At The Matthew Arnold School subject teachers and departments monitor the progress of all students 

regularly to review their progress. 

 

The principle of early identification and intervention underpins our approach to identifying those students 

who need extra help. This is often put in place even if a special educational need has not been identified. This 

extra support will enable the student to catch up. 

 

Despite high-quality targeted teaching some students may continue to make insufficient progress. For these 

students, and in consultation with parents, strengths and weaknesses are identified and used to identify an 

appropriate individualised intervention programme. In many cases these underlying needs often explain 

inadequate progress or challenging behaviour. At times it may be necessary to consult with outside agencies 

to receive more specialised expertise. 

 



 

 

The purpose of this more detailed assessment and review is to understand what additional resources and 

different approaches are required to enable the student to make better progress. These will be shared with 

parents, put into a support plan, reviewed regularly, and refined/revised if necessary.  

 

At this point because the student requires additional and extra provision we will have identified that the 

student has either a special or an additional educational need. If the student makes good progress using this 

additional and different intervention (but would not be able to maintain this good progress without it) we 

will continue to identify the student as having a special educational need. If the student is able to maintain 

good progress without the additional and different resources he or she will not be identified with special 

educational needs. 

 

We will ensure that all teachers and support staff who work with students identified with SEND are aware of 

the support to be provided and the teaching approaches to be used. Teachers are informed of effective 

strategies to be used with students with SEND via our ‘One-Page Profile’ and SEND Register. Additional 

support which has been offered is planned in line with the Code of Practice (2014). When support is reviewed, 

a discussion on support will take place, and outside agencies can be contacted if the school, student or family 

think this would be beneficial to the child’s educational outcomes. 

 

How we evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for students 

with special educational needs with or without an Education, Health and 

Care Plan 

Regular monitoring and review will focus on the extent to which planned outcomes have been achieved. The 

views of the student, parents and subject teachers will be taken into account. The assessment information 

from teachers will show whether adequate progress is being made. 

 

The SEND Code of Practice (2014) describes adequate progress as: 

▪ Being similar to that of children of the same age who had the same starting point 

▪ Matching or improving on the student’s previous rate of progress 

▪ Allowing the attainment gap to close between the student and children of the same age 

For students with or without a statement of special educational needs/Education, Health and Care Plan there 

will be an annual review of the provision made for the child, which will enable an evaluation of the 

effectiveness of the special provision to be made. The collation of all annual review evaluations of 

effectiveness will be reported to the governing body. 

 



 

 

The school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of 

students with special educational needs 

Every student in the school has his or her progress tracked regularly. In addition to this, students with special 

educational needs and disability will have more frequent and detailed assessments to inform targets and to 

measure small steps of progress. 

 

If these assessments do not show adequate progress is being made the support plan and planned outcomes 

will be reviewed and adjusted. 

 

The school’s approach to teaching students with special educational needs 

 ‘Special educational provision is underpinned by high-quality teaching and is compromised by anything less’ 

(SEND COP, 2014) 

High-quality teaching, differentiated for individual students, is the first step in responding to students who 

have or may have SEND. Additional intervention and support cannot compensate for a lack of good quality 

teaching. Schools should regularly and carefully review the quality of teaching for all students, including those 

at risk of underachievement. This includes reviewing, and where necessary, improving teachers’ 

understanding of strategies to identify and support vulnerable students and their knowledge of the SEND 

most frequently encountered. (COP 6.34) 

 

In meeting the requirements of The National Curriculum Framework, the school employs some additional 

teaching approaches, as advised by internal and external assessments such as precision teaching, mentoring, 

small group teaching and dyslexia support. These are often delivered by additional staff under the close 

direction of teachers employed through the funding provided to the school. This is known as ‘notional SEND 

funding.’ The subject teacher will remain responsible for working with the student on a daily basis.  

 

We have a duty to make arrangements to support students with medical conditions. Individual healthcare 

plans will normally specify the type and level of support required to meet the medical needs of such students. 

Where children and young people also have special educational needs, their provision will be planned and 

delivered in a co-ordinated way with the healthcare plan. We will have regard to the statutory guidance 

supporting students at school with medical conditions. 

 

All students with medical needs will have a Health Plan managed by our school Attendance Officer, in liaison 

with the Head of Year and/or SENDCo, as appropriate. The Attendance Officer will administer medicine or 

medical needs as per the agreed plan. 

 



 

 

How the school adapts the curriculum and learning environment for 

students with special educational needs 

At The Matthew Arnold School we follow the advice in The National Curriculum Framework on how to adapt 

the curriculum and the learning environment for students with special educational needs.  

 

We also incorporate the advice provided as a result of assessments, both internal and external, and the 

strategies described in statements of special educational needs/Education, Health and Care Plans. 

 

‘All students should have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. The National Curriculum Inclusion 

Statement states that teachers should set high expectations for every student, whatever their prior 

attainment. Teachers should use appropriate assessment to set targets which are deliberately ambitious. 

Potential areas of difficulty should be identified and addressed at the outset. Lessons should be planned to 

address potential areas of difficulty and to remove barriers to student achievement. In many cases, such 

planning will mean that students with SEND and disabilities will be able to study the full national curriculum.’ 

(COP 6.11) 

 

Additional support for learning available to students with special 

educational needs 

Schools receive funding for SEND students. This funding is used to support and enhance the high- quality 

teaching in the school. It helps to ensure there are sufficient resources for students requiring special 

educational provision. The support offered is matched to needs of individual students with SEND and 

evidence based.  

 

The amount of support required for each student to make good progress will be different in each case. In 

very few cases a very high level of resource is required. In this case the school will request ‘top up’ from the 

Local Authority in Spelthorne. 

 

The Headteacher has the final say in the use of the personal budget within the school.  

 

Activities available for students with special educational needs in addition 

to those available in accordance with the curriculum 

All clubs, trips and activities offered to students at The Matthew Arnold School are available to students with 

special educational needs. For some students ‘reasonable adjustments’ may need to be made. This is always 

done in partnership with families and carers. 

 



 

 

All school trips are available to all students, providing the Health and Safety risk assessment in consideration 

of any adjustments ensures the child is placed under no extraordinary risk. 

Support available for improving the emotional and social development of 

students with special educational needs 

At The Matthew Arnold School we understand that an important feature of the school is to enable all 

students to develop emotional resilience and social skills, both through direct teaching, for instance PSHE 

and tutor time and indirectly with every conversation adults have with students throughout the day. 

 

For some students with the most need for help in this area we also can provide support such as referral to 

outside agencies and mentoring support. Students with emotional and social needs because of their special 

educational needs will be supported to enable them to develop and mature appropriately. 

 

We are interested in hearing parents/carers’ and students’ views. Parents, carers and students will be 

encouraged to provide their views at each review of their need and of the support in place through the 

Learning Development Review. Part of this will be to ensure the student feels safe and happy; if this is not 

the case the student should be kept informed of how to share any concerns. 

 

The contact details of the SEND Co-ordinator 

The SENDCo at The Matthew Arnold School is a qualified teacher and available on 01784 457275 or 

kmoore@matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk    

 

All parents of students with SEND at The Matthew Arnold School are invited to discuss the progress of their 

children four times a year. In addition we are happy to arrange meetings outside these times. As part of our 

normal teaching arrangements, all students with SEND will access some additional teaching to help them 

catch up if the progress monitoring indicates that this is necessary; this will not imply that the student has a 

special educational need. 

 

If following this normal provision improvements in progress are not seen, we will contact parents to discuss 

this and what we will be doing to help us to address these needs better.  

 

From this point onwards the student will be identified as having special educational needs because special 

educational provision is being made and the parent will be invited to all planning and reviews of this 

provision. Parents will be actively supported to contribute to assessment, planning and review. 

 

The contact details of support services for the parents of students with special educational needs, including 

those for arrangements made in accordance with clause 32 (Parent Partnership Services) are available on 

demand at the school office. 

 

mailto:kmoore@matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk


 

 

Information on where the local authority’s local offer is published 

The local offer is published on www.matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk; parents without internet access should 

make an appointment with the SENDCo for support to gain the information they require. 

 

We will publish information on our website about the implementation of the Code of Practice for students 

with SEND. The information published will be updated annually and any changes to the information occurring 

during the year will be updated as soon as possible. The information will meet the requirements in the Special 

Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014. 

 

Complaints 

If there are any complaints relating to the provision for students with SEND these will be dealt with in the 

first instance by the SENDCo. The school’s complaints policy outlines procedures. The chair of governors may 

be involved if necessary. In the case of an unresolved complaint the LA may be involved. 

Review of the SEND Policy 

The school considers the SEND Policy document to be important and, in conjunction with the Governing 

Body, undertakes a thorough review of both policy and practice each year. The outcomes of this review are 

used to inform the School Development Plan. 

 

Mary Gould 

Headteacher 

September 2022 

Glossary 

▪ ASD Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

▪ BESD Behavioural, emotional, social difficulties 

▪ BESN Behavioural, emotional, social needs 

▪ CBT Cognitive Behavioural Therapy 

▪ DSS Dyslexia Support Service 

▪ EHCP Education, Health and Care Plan 

▪ EP Educational Psychologist 

▪ EWS Education Welfare Services 

▪ HI Hearing Impairment 

▪ PRU Pupil Referral Unit 

▪ K SEN Support (H) High Need (L) Low Need 

▪ SEMH Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

▪ SEND Special Educational Needs and Disability 

▪ SENDCo Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator 

http://www.matthew-arnold.surrey.sch.uk/


 

 

▪ SaLT Speech and Language Therapy/Therapist 

▪ TA Teaching Assistant 

▪ VI Visual Impairment 

 

 


